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Seeking sports 
stringers 


Do you have a passion 
for writing, photography 
and local sports? The Wa- 
bash Plain Dealer is now 
accepting applications for 
paid stringers for the up- 
coming spring sports sea- 
son. To apply, email your 
writing and photography 
clips, cover letter, resume 
and list of references to 
rburgess @ wabashplain 
dealer.com. 


Notice to readers 

To reduce risks to our em- 
ployees and community, 
the Wabash Plain Dealer 
is closed to the public until 
further notice. Payments 
may be mailed to Wabash 
Plain Dealer, P.O. Box 
309, Marion, IN 46952, 
or called in. For news, call 
260-225-4662 or email 
news @ wabashplaindealer. 
com. For advertising, call 
260-225-4947 or email 
vwilliams @h-ponline.com. 
For circulation and custom- 
er support, call 260-563- 
2131. The Wabash Plain 
Dealer is committed to pro- 
viding the best product to its 
customers and appreciates 
the support during this time. 
For more local news con- 
tent, please visit wabash- 
plaindealer.com where you 
will find all of the news that 
could not fit into today’s 
edition. Get your news fast- 
er by activating your online 
account which is included 
in your print subscription 
rates. Our stories appear on- 
line in an easy-to-read for- 
mat as they are completed. 
Thank you for your support 
through this pandemic. 


Second Harvest 
to hold tailgate 
food distributions 


Second Harvest Food 
Bank of East Central In- 
diana has planned tailgate 
food distributions for noon 
Wednesday, April 14 at 
Manchester Church of the 
Brethren, 1306 Beckley 
St., North Manchester; and 
11 a.m. Wednesday, March 
24 and Wednesday, April 28 
at Bachelor Creek Church 
of Christ, 2147 Indiana 
15. For more information, 
visit www.curehunger. 


See PULSE, page A10 
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Hoosiers 40 and older 
now eligible for vaccine 


As of Tuesday, 6,729 
in Wabash County 
had received at least 
their first dose of 
COVID-19 vaccine 


By ROB BURGESS 
Wabash Plain Dealer Editor 


Starting Monday, Hoosiers 
ages 40 and older became 
eligible to receive a free 
COVID-19 vaccine. 

The Indiana State Depart- 
ment of Health (ISDH) said 
on Saturday that this expan- 
sion of eligibility to include 
those ages 40 to 44 will 
make the vaccine available 


to more than 400,000 addi- 
tional Hoosiers. 

“Additional groups will be 
added as more vaccine be- 


comes available,’ said the 
ISDH. 
This expansion comes 


quickly on the heels of last 
week’s announcement that 
those 45 and older are being 
eligible for the vaccine. 

Looking ahead, Moderna 
announced last week that 
they had begun vaccine tri- 
als in those under 18. 

During a televised press 
conference Wednesday, 
March 17, state health com- 
missioner Dr. Kristina Box 
said “several” companies 
were studying the effects in 
12- to 16-year-olds. 


“We hope to have that in- 
formation out this summer. 
I think that other younger 
children and certainly the in- 
fants will be more in the fall 
time,” said Box. “We will 
be working hopefully at the 
end of the year here to get 
16 and above vaccinated be- 
fore they leave school, to get 
all of those kids in college 
vaccinated before they head 
home. And then work over 
the summer potentially to get 
some of the adolescents vac- 
cinated and still be working 
in the schools when we come 
back in the fall.” 

As of Tuesday, 4,902 peo- 
ple had been fully vaccinat- 
ed in Wabash County, with 
18 second doses having 


been administered locally 
on Thursday alone. Also as 
of Tuesday, 6,729 people 
locally had received at least 
their first dose, with 35 of 
those having been adminis- 
tered Thursday alone. 

As of Tuesday, a total of 
2,439,523 doses have been 
administered in Indiana. 
This includes 1,469,362 first 
doses and 970,161 individu- 
als who are fully vaccinated. 
The fully vaccinated num- 
ber represents individuals 
who have received a second 
dose of the Pfizer or Moder- 
na vaccines and those who 
received the single Johnson 
& Johnson vaccine. 


See VACCINE, page A10 


New WPD probationary officer sworn in 


P 
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Provided photo 


Wabash Police Department (WPD) probationary officer Adam R. Kneubuhler is officially sworn in during Monday’s Wabash City Council 


meeting. 


Adam R. Kneubuhler is the second new hire to begin duties so far in 2021 


By ROB BURGESS 
Wabash Plain Dealer Editor 


At Monday’s Wabash City 
Council meeting, Adam R. 
Kneubuhler became the sec- 
ond Wabash Police Depart- 
ment (WPD) probationary 
officer to begin their duties 
so far in 2021. 

Mayor Scott Long’s as- 
sistant Bev Vanderpool said 


At Large Councilman John 
Burnsworth administered 
the oath because Long was 
unavailable. 

WPD public information 
officer Capt. Matt A. Ben- 
son said Kneubuhler grew 
up in Kendallville and grad- 
uated from East Noble High 
School in 2010. 

Benson said Kneubuhler is 
married and has one child, 


and all three of them reside 
in Wabash. 

“Officer Kneubuhler has 
completed his 40-hour pre- 
liminary training over the 
last week and will be start- 
ing on patrol soon,’ said 
Benson. 

Benson said as with all 
new officers, Kneubuhler 
will be required to attend 
the Indiana Law Enforce- 


ment Academy within his 
first year. 

The position had been 
advertised earlier this year, 
with applications having 
been accepted through Fri- 
day, Feb. 26. 

The first probationary 
WPD officer to be sworn in 
during 2021 was Gareth L. 


Wabash 
River Trail 
project to be 
completed 
in next few 


months 


Local funding 
announced in the first 
round of DNR’s Next 
Level Trails program 


By ROB BURGESS 
Wabash Plain Dealer Editor 


A years-long project meant 
to expand trail access in 
Wabash County is set to be 
completed in the next few 
months, according to the In- 
diana Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR). 

Earlier this month, the sec- 
ond round of funding in the 
state’s Next Level Trails was 
announced during a tele- 
vised press conference fea- 
turing Gov. Eric Holcomb 
and DNR director Dan Bort- 
ner. 

Though no Wabash County 
projects were awarded funds 
in the second round, there 
was during the first round, 
which was announced in 
May 2019. 

That $1.2 million local 
grant was meant to connect a 
section of the Wabash River 
Trail in Lagro to the exist- 
ing trail system in Paradise 
Spring Historical Park in 
Wabash. 

This local grant was one of 
17 trail projects during the 
first round, including 10 re- 
gionally significant and sev- 
en locally significant proj- 
ects announced. 

During the Thursday, 
March 4 televised press 
conference, Bortner said he 
didn’t have an update about 
the status of the Wabash Riv- 
er Trail project. 

However, afterward, Bi- 
centennial Nature Trust Pro- 
gram director Mark Becker 
said the project was well on 
its way to completion. 

“The Wabash River Trail is 
currently under construction, 
on track to be fully complet- 
ed in late summer or early 
fall,’ said Becker. 

Becker said paving is com- 
plete on some portions of 
the trail already, and the first 
two 65-foot pre-fabricated 
bridges were set in place in 
December 2020. 

“Two additional bridges 
will be in place later this 
summer,” said Becker. 


See SWORN IN, page A10 


See TRAIL, page A10 


After delay, Wabash Tri Kappa pring Gala U set for April 


Event to raise 
scholarship funds for 
Northfield, Southwood, 
Wabash seniors 


By ROB BURGESS 
Wabash Plain Dealer Editor 


The COVID-19 pandemic 
delayed the Wabash Tri Kap- 
pa Spring Gala Fundraiser, 
but the show will still go on 
next month. 

Bev Vanderpool said they 
usually hold the annual event 
in February each year, but 
the virus had caused them 


to delay until April this time 
around. 

Vanderpool said the Spring 
Gala Fundraiser will include 
“great food, a dessert auc- 
tion and dancing.” 

The event has been resched- 
uled for Saturday, April 17 at 
Heartland REMC, 350 Wed- 
cor Ave. Doors will open at 
6p.m. and dinner will be 
served at 6:30 p.m. A cash 
bar will also be available. 

Vanderpool said 
COVID-19 precautions will 
still be in effect during the 
evening. 


See GALA, page A10 
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Anita Roos and Jennifer Whetstone create decorations for the Wabash Tri Kappa Spring Gala Fundraiser. 
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Holcomb lifting statewide 
mask mandate in 2 weeks 


By TOM DAVIES 
Associated Press 


INDIANAPOLIS — Indi- 
ana’s governor announced 
Tuesday he would lift the 
statewide mask mandate 
and remaining COVID-19 
business restrictions in two 
weeks. 

Republican Gov. Eric Hol- 
comb said in a speech from 
his Statehouse office that 
the state’s steep declines in 
coronavirus hospitalization 
and deaths rates along with 
the growing number of peo- 
ple fully vaccinated justify 
the steps starting April 6. 

Holcomb said he hoped the 
state was seeing the “tail end 
of this pandemic” that has 
killed nearly 13,000 people 
in the state over the past year. 

The date for ending the 
mask mandate was picked to 
coincide with the ending of 
the NCAA men’s basketball 
tournament now being held 
in Indianapolis and to allow 
more time for people with 
at-risk health conditions to 
get vaccine shots, Holcomb 
said. 

Local officials would still 
have the authority to im- 
pose tougher restrictions in 
response to COVID-19 cas- 
es in their communities and 


face mask use would still be 
required in K-12 schools for 
rest of this school year, Hol- 
comb said. 

He urged residents to con- 
tinue wearing masks in pub- 
lic and that bars and restau- 
rants continue to space out 
their tables. 

While Holcomb has faced 
public pressure and from 
conservative state lawmak- 
ers to ease restrictions, espe- 
cially after governors in Tex- 
as and other states have done 
so recently, he didn’t make 
any bold victory announce- 
ments and asked residents 
to respect rules adopted by 
businesses and others. 

“Whether that is a bank 
branch lobby, on the facto- 
ry floor or a county court- 
house or city hall, they re- 
tain the authority to make 
decisions about COVID 
restrictions for their opera- 
tions and should be afforded 
the respect, compliance and 
understanding of all who 
visit them,” Holcomb said. 
“When I visit my favorite 
restaurants or conduct a pub- 
lic event, I will continue to 
appropriately wear a mask, 
it’s the right thing to do.” 

But some health experts 
worry it is premature to lift 
the statewide restrictions, 


pointing to the steep in- 
crease in hospitalizations 
and deaths the state saw 
beginning in September af- 
ter the governor lifted most 
business restrictions before 
reinstating crowd limits sev- 
eral weeks later. 

“We put a lot of restric- 
tions in place last year, there 
was some initial hesitation 
by some parts of the popu- 
lation to comply with some 
of those orders,” said Bri- 
an Dixon, an epidemiolo- 
gist at Indiana University’s 
Fairbanks School of Public 
Health. “And then what we 
saw in the fall is that rates 
went up, they skyrocketed 
because people were not fol- 
lowing precautions.” 

Holcomb said the state 
would open up vaccine el- 
igibility for all residents 16 
and older starting March 31 
and that additional mass vac- 
cination clinics were being 
planned for April. 

The governors public 
health emergency for the 
state will remain in place 
through April, which Hol- 
comb said would allow state 
officials to take quick action 
if needed and gives the state 
access to hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars in federal 
funding. 


Indiana extends tax filing 
deadline following federal delay 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — 
Indiana Gov. Eric Holcomb 
announced an extension 
Monday to the 2020 Indiana 
individual income tax filing 
deadline, allowing Hoosiers 
more time to navigate tax 
situations amid the ongoing 
coronavirus pandemic. 

An executive order signed 
by the Republican gover- 
nor delays state individual 
income tax filings and pay- 
ments from April 15 to May 
17. All other tax return fil- 
ings and payment due dates 
remain unchanged. 

The tax schedule delay 
aligns the state with the fed- 


eral government, which last 
week extended the deadline 
to file and pay federal indi- 
vidual income tax until May 
17. 

“By aligning with the IRS 
filing deadline, we are en- 
suring we are making filing 
and paying taxes as easy as 
possible for Hoosiers,” said 
Indiana Department of Rev- 
enue Commissioner Bob 
Grennes. 

Individuals are still encour- 
aged to files taxes electroni- 
cally to ensure accuracy and 
faster refunds, Grennes con- 
tinued. 

Those who are unable to 


file by the May 17 deadline 
can file an extension directly 
with the state department of 
revenue or with the Internal 
Revenue Service. If the IRS 
extension is granted, the In- 
diana extension is automati- 
cally granted. 

Extensions move the feder- 
al tax filing deadline to Oct. 
15, and the Indiana filing 
deadline to Nov. 15. 

Extension only shift the 
filing deadline and not the 
payment deadline, however. 
Ninety percent of the taxes 
owed are still required to 
be paid by May 17 to avoid 
penalties and interest. 


Gen Con delays annual gaming 
convention in Indianapolis 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) —A 
gaming convention that draws 
tens of thousands of visitors to 
Indianapolis has pushed back 
the annual gathering amid 
plans to make it a hybrid event 
due to the coronavirus pan- 
demic. 

The Seattle-based Gen Con 
convention will run Sept. 
16-19, instead of Aug. 5-8 
as originally planned, the In- 
dianapolis Business Journal 
reported. 

Gen Con typically draws 
about 70,000 people to the In- 
diana Convention Center each 


year, but organizers canceled 
last year’s in-person conven- 
tion because of the pandemic 
in favor of online offerings. 
Indianapolis will host Gen 
Con through 2026. 

In a statement on Gen Con’s 
website, event organizers 
said they believe the calendar 
change is the “best approach 
both to meet the many chal- 
lenges of the moment and to 
explore possibilities for the 
future.” 

Gen Con said it plans to offer 
an in-person convention with 
capped attendance, at-home 


events through the convention 
website and live-streaming 
services, and through partner- 
ships with local game stores 
for pop-up activities. 

The convention said it plans 
to “adapt to conditions as they 
are in September,’ but the to- 
tal in-person attendance will 
be determined by the Marion 
County Public Health Depart- 
ment. 

“Convention planning hap- 
pens on a long timeline, and 
we appreciate your continued 
patience as we tread these 
murky waters,” the group said. 


Opening set for new Gary casino 
after investigation’s delays 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — 
A new $300 million casino 
in northwestern Indiana is 
set to open in mid-May after 
delays caused by a state in- 
vestigation into allegations of 
financial wrongdoings by the 
casino developer’s former top 
executive. 

The Indiana Gaming Com- 
mission on ‘Tuesday also 
approved a settlement with 
a $530,000 fine against In- 
dianapolis-based Spectacle 
Entertainment over missing 
by 53 days a deadline for 
ex-company CEO Rod Rat- 


cliff to sell his ownership 
stake in the new Hard Rock 
Casino Northern Indiana in 
Gary. 

Ratcliff agreed in early 
March to also permanently 
give up his state casino li- 
cense after a couple decades 
as a heavyweight in Indiana’s 
gambling industry. 

Hard Rock Casino execu- 
tive Jon Lucas said the new 
casino was expected to open 
to the public on May 15. The 
new casino along Interstate 
80/94 will replace the ex- 
isting Majestic Star casino 


along Lake Michigan. 

The developer of the 
planned $125 million casi- 
no in Terre Haute told the 
commission that a late April 
groundbreaking is planned 


for the project. 
Ratcliff and another former 
Spectacle executive were 


forced last year to give up 
their ownership stake in the 
Terre Haute casino to busi- 
ness partner Greg Gibson 
after they faced allegations 
of making illegal political 
campaign contributions with 
casino company money. 


Drag strip closes its gates after 63 years 


OSCEOLA (AP) — A 
northern Indiana drag strip 
has closed its gates after more 
than six decades of playing 
host to drag races. 

The Osceola Dragway an- 
nounced Friday in a Facebook 
post that it will not be opening 
for the 2021 season and that 
“after 63 years, our gates will 
be permanently closed.” 

Track officials wrote that 
the decision to close the site 
“was not an easy one” but 


said the coronavirus pandem- 
ic had impacted ongoing ef- 
forts that began in 2016 to sell 
the property, which is located 
a few miles west of Elkhart. 
The International Hot Rod 
Association-sanctioned track 
had opened for a pandem- 
ic-shortened season in 2020, 
The Elkhart Truth reported. 
Ryan Gortney, a longtime 
racer at the track, said in a 
statement that he was “devas- 
tated and in disbelief’ by the 


dragway’s closure. 

The track was founded in 
1957 and features a quar- 
ter-mile drag strip through the 
center of the 170-acre proper- 
ty, with adjacent bleachers. 

Plans were announced in 
late 2019 to expand and trans- 
form the dragway under new 
ownership into the Hoosier 
Motorsports and Business 
Park, which would have 
boasted a test track, addition- 
al bleachers and office space. 
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5-Day Weather Summary 
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Wednesday 
Few Showers Few Showers 
70/50 66 / 44 
Sun and Moon 


Today's sunset 0.0.0... 7:59 p.m. 
Tomorrow's sunrise............ 7:38 a.m. 
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Last New First 
4/4 4/11 4/20 


Thursday 


-Friday 


Showers Likely 
56/39 


Saturday 
Partly Cloudy Few Showers 
65/45 58/36 
Detailed Local Outlook 


Today we will see partly cloudy skies with a 50% 
chance of showers, high temperature of 70°, humidity of 
58%. South wind 15 to 19 mph. Expect partly cloudy 
skies tonight with a 30% chance of showers, overnight 
low of 50°. South wind 3 to 17 mph. 


Wabash VFW Post No. 286 to 
host tenderloin dinner Friday 


The Wabash Veterans of Foreign Wars 
(VFW) Post No. 286 will host a tenderloin 
dinner from 4 to 7 p.m. Friday, March 26 at 
3678 W. Old 24, according to Dan Ford 

The menu will include hand-breaded ten- 
derloin, potato salad and coleslaw. 


The cost will be $9 per person. The event 
will be open to the public. Carryout will be 
available. 

Ford said the event will follow COVID-19 
guidelines. 

For more information, call 260-563-2463. 


Let’s find common ground 


6 Tmagine feeling so alienated from 

your body that you would consider 
taking cross-sex hormones and removing 
your genitals. That’s the tragic situation 
that many people with gender dysphoria 
experience. They aren’t faking it, and they 
didn’t actively choose it.” 

That’s how a recent op-ed from Ryan T. 
Anderson began. And it is 
the kind of compassionate 
spirit that animates his 
book “When Harry Became 
Sally: Responding to the 
Transgender Moment,” 
which has been recently 
banned from Amazon. 

Anderson, a former fellow 
at the Heritage Foundation 
and current president of the 
Ethics and Public Policy 
Center, is no man of the left. But gender 
dysphoria is uniting people of all political 
stripes. As it should. I recently watched 
on Twitter as women on the left expressed 
regret that they had to link to a post by my 
courageous and tenacious colleague Made- 
leine Kearns on National Review’s website 
because no one else will write about these 
issues honestly. 

Maddy was writing about the Senate 
confirmation hearings for Department of 
Health and Human Services official Dr. 
Rachel Levine, during which Rand Paul 
asked some very basic questions about 
children and gender transitioning, some 
of which Levine refused to answer. That 
seems worthy of acknowledgment, and, 
dare I say it, discussion! 

As Anderson writes in the postscript to 
the paperback edition of “When Harry 
Became Sally,” he hosted a forum of 
which “(o)ne of the organizers needed 
to remain anonymous, because she has a 
teenage daughter who was four years into 
the process of transitioning. Throughout 
that time she’s been trying to get left-lean- 
ing media and think tanks and professional 
associations to take seriously the concerns 
coming from the left about transgender 
policy, and instead she’s found herself and 
her colleagues essentially deplatformed.” 

As Anderson noted, “We likely disagree 
about abortion, gay marriage, taxes, trade, 
foreign policy --just to name a few.” But, 
he continued: “(W)here we do agree, we 
can and should work together.” 


Kathryn 
Lopez 


A 


b 


Specifically, in regard to the media, 
Anderson writes: “They don’t care about 
the damage being done to young people’s 
bodies and minds — in fact they celebrate 
it as a civil right. They don’t care about 
the privacy and safety and equality of girls 
when boys who identify as girls can share 
female-only spaces — like showers and 
locker rooms and bathrooms — or when 
boys who identity as girls can participate 
in female athletic competitions. They 
don’t care about the ability of doctors to 
practice good medicine when bad med- 
icine becomes mandated as a civil right, 
while good medicine becomes outlawed as 
a civil wrong. And they don’t care about 
the rights of parents to find the best care 
for their kids.” 

While I have no interest in discriminating 
against anyone, we’re at a moment when 
the media and so much of the Democratic 
party, the corporate world and popular 
culture consider affirming transgender 
ideology a tenet of secular faith. 

People on the right are often disparaged 
as anti-science on something like abortion, 
which always seems to be quite bizarre 
and outright dishonest, when we can see 
on a sonogram what we are dealing with 
in a pregnancy — a developing human. 

And now we are talking about mutilating 
children. My heart breaks for those who 
are legitimately suffering gender dyspho- 
ria. As with many hardships I don’t suffer, 
I well know there but by the grace of God 
go I. But when we glamorize transition- 
ing, and encourage children to do so, we 
are talking child abuse. Biological boys 
playing on girls’ teams? Foster-care and 
adoption services banished for having 
traditional views that Barack Obama, Joe 
Biden and all of mainstream America 
believed about 10 seconds ago, relatively 
speaking? Can we please unite together 
against ideological tyranny here? While 
we may not agree, we should at least be 
free to voice dissent, hold debates and dis- 
cuss compromises like reasonable people 
without fear of being canceled. 

Kathryn Jean Lopez is senior fellow at the National 
Review Institute, editor-at-large of National Review 
magazine and author of the new book “A Year With 
the Mystics: Visionary Wisdom for Daily Living.” She 
is also chair of Cardinal Dolan’s pro-life commission 
in New York. She can be contacted at klopez@ 
nationalreview.com. 


BMV adding 5 languages for written test 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — 
The Indiana Bureau of Mo- 
tor Vehicles says five more 
languages will be added in 
the coming months to those 
available to prospective mo- 
torists for taking their state 
driver’s license written ex- 
ams. 

American Sign Language, 
the first of five new languag- 
es, will be available March 


29. Four additional languag- 
es — Hindi, Croatian, Serbian, 
and Tagalog — will be add- 
ed in the coming months as 
translations and peer reviews 
are completed. 

“Because ASL will be avail- 
able in our computer-based 
system it will eliminate the 
requirement for these exams 
to be scheduled in advance,” 
BMV Commissioner Peter 


Lacy said in a news release. 

Written exams, formerly 
offered on paper, have been 
completed on computer ter- 
minals since 2013. 

All non-English translations 
of the exam are completed by 
certified translators and un- 
dergo a peer-review process 
prior to publication. 

The written exams currently 
are available in 14 languages. 
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Obituaries 


John Ellison Hammons 
March 18, 1957 - March 21, 2021 


George Arthur Hunn Jr. 


April 22, 1932 - Feb. 28, 2021 


John Ellison Hammons, 64, j 


North Manchester, Indiana, 
passed away on March 21, 
2021 at his home. Born on 
March 18, 1957 in Newport, 
Kentucky, John was the son of 
the late Glen and Emma Jane 
(Bailey) Hammons. 

On March 12, 1977 John 
married Patricia Hooker. 
During their time together, 
they had two children, Brian 
and Amanda Hammons. For 
over twenty years John sup- 
ported the family as a truck 
driver for Pierceton Trucking 
Company. He also helped 
build homes and worked on 
construction projects. Al- 
though John worked hard, he 
also liked to relax with his 
family, especially his grand- 
children. His family and 
friends always enjoyed his 
gift of storytelling, and his 
sense of humor brought joy to 
those around him. However, 
John would also stand up for 
what was right and just when 
it came to family. 

The precious memory of 
John Hammons will be for- 
ever cherished by Patricia 
Hammons; son, Brian (Son- 
ya) Hammons, North Man- 
chester, daughter, Amanda 
(Jason) Ward, Fort Wayne; 
brothers, Glen (Connie) Ham- 
mons, Energy, Illinois and Ed 
(Sue) Purvis, Wabash, Indi- 
ana; sisters, Mary Kline and 
Marea (Allen) Kline, both of 
North Manchester; two grand- 
children, Kean and Keshawn 
Ward; and his cat Rush. John 
was preceded in death by his 
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parents, Glen Hammons and 
Emma Jane Purvis; and broth- 
er-in-law, Ron Kline. 

Family and friends may call 
Friday, March 26, 2021 from 
10a.m. to 2p.m. at McKee 
Mortuary, 1401 State Road 
114 West, North Manchester, 
Indiana. Funeral services will 
begin at the conclusion of 
calling. Pastor J.P. Freeman 
will officiate. Burial will be 
at Oaklawn Cemetery, 600 
Beckley Street, North Man- 
chester, Indiana. 

For those who wish to hon- 
or the memory of John Ham- 
mons, a love offering may be 
made to McKee Mortuary, 
1401 State Road 114 West, 
North Manchester, Indiana 
46962 to assist with final ex- 
penses. 

The family of John Ham- 
mons has entrusted McKee 
Mortuary with final arrange- 
ments. 

Condolences may be 
emailed to mckeemortuary. 
com 


Jim Dean Krom 


Services for Jim Dean Krom, 
82, of rural Urbana, Indiana 
were 2p.m., Friday, March 
19, 2021 at Grandstaff-Hent- 
gen Funeral Service, Wabash. 
Brian Chamberlain and Larry 
Wade officiated and Janene 
Dawes was the musician. 

Memories were shared by 
son, Terry Krom, daugh- 


Eleanor “Ellie” Draper, 
82, of Roann, Indiana, died 
at 9:41 pm, Sunday, March 
21, 2021 at her home. She 
was born Oct. 12, 1938 in 
Wabash, Indiana, to James 
and Vera Friederika (Gray) 
Van Buskirk. 

Ellie was a 1956 graduate 
of Roann High School. She 
attended Purdue University, 
Earlham College, received 
her bachelor’s degree in 
1960, from Manchester Col- 
lege, and her Masters degree 
in 1966 from Ball State Uni- 
versity. Ellie was a teacher, 
and owned and operated Van 
Buskirk Insurance Agency 
in Roann from 1985 — 2000. 
She was a member of Olive 
Branch Church, and the Ol- 


Margaret Arloene Metzger, 
98, North Manchester, died 
March 20, 2021. Arloene 
was born on Oct. 26, 1922 in 
Kosciusko County. 

Arloene is survived by 
her sons, Kenneth (Kelly) 


ter-in-law, Carla Krom, and 
brother-in-law, Larry Frieden. 
Pallbearers were Nick Krom, 
Andrew Krom, Steve Powell, 
Cody Chamberlain, Kris Bie- 
hl, and Calvin Gish. Honor- 
ary Pallbearers were Jeremy 
Krom, Larry Frieden and Bill 
Greer. Burial was in St. Pe- 
ter’s Cemetery, Urbana. 


George Arthur Hunn Jr., 
known as “Art,” was born 
on April 22, 1932 in North 
Manchester, IN to George 
and Dorothy (Metzger) 
Hunn. Art was the second 
of five children, and was 
preceeded in death by both 
brothers and one sister. 

At Jefferson High School, 
near Dayton, OH, Art par- 
ticipated in FFA, drama, 
basketball, choir and band 
(playing trombone), and 
graduated in 1950. He stud- 
ied at Manchester College 
from 1950 to 1954, gradu- 
ating with a BA in Speech 
and Drama. He earned his 
Master of Divinity at Beth- 
any Theological Seminary 
in Chicago in 1957. 

Art and Phyllis Heeter 
were married at the Elkhart 
Church of the Brethren on 
Dec. 19, 1953. 

Art and Phyllis’s children 
are Becky (Dennis) Ung- 
er, Jeff (Jane Cross) Hunn, 
and Julie (Bill) Baxter, all 
of North Manchester. They 
also have four grandchil- 
dren, Matt (Lindsey) Un- 
ger, Amy (Kyle Leffel) 
Unger, Lauren Baxter, and 
Megan Baxter, and five 
great-grandchildren, Ayla 
and Lennon Leffel, Lilly 
and Grayson Unger, and 
Holden Wigglesworth. 

Art served as a Church 
of the Brethren pastor in 
Meyersdale, PA, Aurora, 
IL and Polo, IL. In 2000, 
after 44 years of pastoring, 
Art and Phyllis retired and 
moved back to North Man- 
chester. There they became 
members of the Manches- 
ter Church of the Breth- 
ren, involved in music and 
various other activities. 
They moved to Timbercrest 
Retirement Community in 
2012. 

Art loved to travel with 
Phyllis and his family. They 
attended many Church of 


Eleanor ‘Ellie’ Draper 
Oct. 12, 1938 - March 21, 2021 


ive Branch Bible Study. She 
also belonged to the Roann 
Community Heritage, the 
Happy Homemakers Home 
Economics Club, and the 
Valley Rich Red Hat Soci- 
ety. Ellie was recognized as 
Indiana Homemaker of the 
Year Top Ten. She served as 
Chairperson of the Roann 
Sesquicentennial Commit- 
tee in 2003, and volunteered 
at the Roann Carnegie Pub- 
lic Library and the Stock- 
dale Mill Association. Ellie 
enjoyed her children, grand- 
children, family reunions, 
nature walks, reading, sew- 
ing, flower gardens, bird 
and squirrel watching, and 
sports. 

She is survived by three 


children, Jeff (Beth) Drap- 
er of Noblesville, Indiana, 
Jennifer Draper of War- 
saw, Indiana, and Jeannine 
Draper Cooley of Roann; 
pseudo daughter, Deb- 
bie (David) Williams of 
Roann; four grandchildren, 
Rebecca (Drew) Burcham 
of Huntington, Indiana, 
Kyle Draper of Noblesville, 
Paige Cooley of Frank- 
fort, Indiana, and Lauren 


Draper of Noblesville; 
six great-grandchildren, 
Karter Stafford, Korbin 


Stafford, Kenzi Stafford, 
Preston Burcham, Xan- 
der Burcham, and Isabella 
Draffen, all of Hunting- 
ton; and her sister, Priscilla 
(Ross) Burdge of Akron, 


Margaret Arloene Metzger 


Metzger and Keith (Priscil- 
la) Metzger; daughter, Carol 
(Rodney) Rooney; sixteen 
grandchildren, and twen- 
ty-six great-grandchildren. 
Calling Wednesday, 
March 24, 2021 from 


3 p.m. to 7 p.m. at McKee 
Mortuary, 1401 State Road, 
114 West, North Manches- 
ter. Funeral services will 
begin on Thursday, March 
25, 2021 at 10a.m. with 
calling beginning at 9 a.m 
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the Brethren Annual Con- 
ferences and visited the 
Holy Land and Europe to- 
gether. Art and Phyllis were 
trained as disaster child 
care volunteers, serving in 
New Orleans and other lo- 
cations. Art also participat- 
ed in mission trips to Nica- 
ragua and Honduras. 

Art had a passion for be- 
ing active through walk- 
ing, bicycling, tennis and 
pickleball. He was also an 
avid reader, chess player, 
chapel speaker, and choir 
member. 

Art cared deeply for oth- 
ers, getting to know them 
and sharing a laugh. He 
modeled gratitude to God 
and finding joy in each 
day. He persisted through 
sicknesses and in spite 
of his deep grief at losing 
Phyllis on Oct. 8, 2015. 
Always looking to serve, 
he requested that his body 
be donated to Indiana Uni- 
versity Medical Center. Art 
will be greatly missed by 
his family and friends. 

Arts = memorial ser- 
vice can be be accessed 
at Manchester Church of 
the Brethren’s YouTube 
channel. ( https://youtu.be/ 
VsNogv9M_2Y) 

Memorial contributions 
may be made to Heifer In- 
ternational (heifer.org), one 
of Art’s favorite charities. 


Indiana. She was preceded 
in death by her parents, and 
a great-grandson, Lawson 
Garcia. 

Graveside services and 
burial will be 10 a.m. Satur- 
day, March 27, 2021, at the 
Roann Community Cem- 
etery, with David Laborde 
officiating. Friends may 
call 5-8 p.m. Thursday, at 
Grandstaff-Hentgen Roann, 
Chapel, 335 S. Chippewa 
Road, Roann, Indiana. 

Preferred memorials are 
the Roann Carnegie Public 
Library or Roann Commu- 
nity Heritage. 

The memorial guest book 
for Ellie may be signed at 
www.grandstaff-hentgen. 
com. 


at McKee Mortuary. Burial 
will be at Ulrey Memorial 
Cemetery, Silver Lake, In- 
diana. 

McKee Mortuary is en- 
trusted with final arrange- 
ments. 


AP-NORC POLL 


Learning setbacks a top concern for parents 


By COLLIN BINKLEY 
and HANNAH FINGERHUT 
Associated Press 


BOSTON Parents 
across the U.S. are conflict- 
ed about reopening schools. 
Most are at least somewhat 
worried that a return to 
the classroom will lead to 
more coronavirus cases, but 
there’s an even deeper fear 
that their children are fall- 
ing behind in school while 
at home. 

Sixty-nine percent of par- 
ents are at least somewhat 
concerned that their children 
will face setbacks in school 
because of the coronavirus 
pandemic, including 42 per- 
cent who say they’re very 
or extremely worried about 
it, according to a new poll 
from The University of Chi- 
cago Harris School of Public 
Policy and The Associat- 
ed Press-NORC Center for 
Public Affairs Research. 

Nearly as many, 64 percent, 
say they are at least some- 
what concerned that in-per- 


son instruction will lead to 
more people being infected, 
but it’s only 33 percent who 
say they are very or extreme- 
ly worried about the risk. 

That tension reflects the 
fears of a nation on the cusp 
of a widespread return to 
classroom teaching. More 
than a year after the pandem- 
ic started, more schools are 
now opening their doors to 
students or plan to do so in 
coming weeks. 

Parents’ concerns about 
their children falling be- 
hind were even stronger in 
an AP-NORC poll last July, 
after the school year was 
interrupted in the spring by 
the burgeoning pandemic. 
Concerns about the spread 
of the virus in general also 
have ticked down to a low 
point as many look hopeful- 
ly to a chance to ease back to 
normal. 

Pressure to reopen schools 
has come from parents, state 
officials and President Joe 
Biden, who has vowed to 
have most of the nation’s el- 


ementary schools open five 
days a week in his adminis- 
tration’s first 100 days. Even 
as many schools already of- 
fer some level of in-person 


teaching, there’s growing 
demand to bring students 
back every day. 

For parents, concerns 


about the pandemic’s impact 
go beyond academics — most 
also worry at least some that 
their children will fall be- 
hind socially and lose access 
to school sports and other 
activities, the poll found. 

Maria Sanchez, a mother 
of four in Hawthorne, Cal- 
ifornia, said the past year 
has been especially trying 
for her youngest daughter, 
Naomi, who’s now in sixth 
grade. Before the pandem- 
ic, Naomi was a star student 
who mostly earned As and 
Bs. But since classes moved 
online last year, it hasn’t 
been uncommon to see Ds 
on her report cards, Sanchez 
said. 

“It just seems so hard for 
her to understand anything,” 


Sanchez said. Naomi logs 
on for every class, she add- 
ed, but the comfort of home 
makes it harder to focus. 
“She doesn’t take notes. 
She’s not writing anything,” 
Sanchez said. “She’s not 
learning anything.” 

Sanchez welcomed the 
recent news that Naomi’s 
school is planning a return 
to classroom instruction. But 
her relief was joined by fears 
about the virus spreading 
within the school district, 
where she works as a food 
services manager. 

“Even though I’m happy 
they’re opening the school 
and my daughter gets to go 
back and do her best, m 
still concerned about the vi- 
rus,” she said. 

The AP-NORC poll of 1,076 adults 
was conducted Feb. 25-March 1 
using a sample drawn from NORC’s 
probability-based AmeriSpeak 
Panel, which is designed to be rep- 
resentative of the U.S. population. 
The margin of sampling error for all 
respondents is plus or minus 4.1 
percentage points. 
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The Johnson & Johnson vaccine was administered at a FEMA 
COVID-19 vaccination site at Miami Dade College North Campus. 
Some states are seeing delays in the distribution of the vaccine. 


Johnson & Johnson 
under pressure to 
deliver promised 
vaccine doses to states 


By EMILY KOPP 
CQ-Roll Call (TNS) 


WASHINGTON — John- 
son & Johnson is under pres- 
sure to deliver its promised 
20 million vaccine doses by 
next week, as several state 
public health officials indi- 
cate they are receiving few or 
no shots this week and have 
no idea how much they’ll get 
later. 

The uncertainty comes at 
a time when the demand for 
vaccines continues to over- 
whelm supply, a weary coun- 
try braces for the spread of 
viral variants and hundreds of 
people die from COVID-19 
each day. It raises questions 
about how successful the 
company was in meeting a 
central goal of the massive 
U.S. investment in vaccine 
development: to manufacture 
sufficient supplies of shots 
before they were proven 
effective in order to hit the 
ground running. 

The delays could under- 
cut vaccinations in rural and 
low-income areas without 
access to deep freezers need- 
ed for one of the two other 
authorized vaccines. John- 
son & Johnson’s single-dose 
shot is helpful in those places 
since it’s durable for three 
months in the refrigerator. 

The bumpy supply also 
jeopardizes President Joe 
Biden’s promise, made days 
after his inauguration, to be 
more transparent by giving 
states three weeks’ notice of 
upcoming supply. 

Federal officials have told 
states they expect supply to 
pick up but have acknowl- 
edged uncertainty. 

“We are going to see a nice 
increase in Johnson & John- 
son this week,” Andy Slavitt, 
White House senior adviser 
for the COVID-19 response 
team, said Monday. He de- 
clined to give precise num- 
bers on the quantity of dos- 
es. 

“I wouldn’t signal to you 
that they’re going to be far 
away from the numbers 
that they have projected at 
all, give or take a little bit,” 
he said. “Obviously, we’re 
holding them accountable 
and working closely with 
them.” 

The 20 million target was 
revised down from the 37 
million vaccine doses the 
company initially set out to 
deliver by the end of March 
under the contract it signed 
with the U.S. government 
last year. 

If the 37 million doses are 
delayed by longer than a 30- 
day grace period, the govern- 
ment can decline to pay for 
any supplies that have not ar- 
rived, but advocates say that 
is not a big enough stick to 
compel the company to make 
doses on time. 

Johnson & Johnson said it 
expects to hit the 20 million 
target. 

“The company has begun 
shipping its COVID-19 vac- 
cine and expects to deliver 
enough single-shot vaccines 
by the end of March to en- 
able the full vaccination of 
more than 20 million peo- 
ple in the U.S., said Srey 
Dasgupta, a Johnson & John- 
son spokesperson. Dasgupta 
did not respond to a question 
about the original goal. 

The government has ded- 
icated about $1.5 billion to 
the vaccine, according to the 
Congressional Research Ser- 
vice. 

Some experts stress there 
are many challenges in scal- 


ing up in a pandemic, while 
others say the industry is not 
incentivized to invest in inno- 
vative methods. 

Arizona, Washington state 
and Indiana officials all said 
they didn’t know how much 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine 
to expect through the end of 
March. 

Kentucky, Idaho and Wy- 
oming say they expect some 
doses this week, but the 
amounts are a fraction of 
their first shipments. 

In Florida, mass vaccina- 
tion sites operated by the 
Federal Emergency Manage- 
ment Agency plan to shift to 
administering only second 
shots of other vaccines as the 
Johnson & Johnson supply 
runs low. 

The federal government 
shipped some doses to phar- 
macies after its Food and 
Drug Administration autho- 
rization, so the small distri- 
butions to states are not a 
complete picture of supply. 

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention re- 
ferred questions about how 
many Johnson & Johnson 
doses will be distributed by 
April 1 to the Department of 
Health and Human Services. 
HHS did not respond. 

The delivery schedule 
spelled out under the contract 
is that 2 million doses should 
have been delivered by Feb. 
1; another 10 million doses 
by March 1; and another 25 
million by April 1, totaling 
37 million doses by April. 

The contract calls for two 
batches of 25 million more 
doses to be delivered by May 
1 and June 1. A final batch of 
13 million is due by July 1. 

Doses are deemed on time, 
the contract reads, “to the 
extent that they are made up 
to 30 calendar days after the 
applicable delivery date, due 
to delays related to manufac- 
turing, testing, or release.” 

The deal was reached under 
Operation Warp Speed, the 
Trump administration Penta- 
gon-HHS team that led vac- 
cine development and manu- 
facturing. 

Critics say the contract 
should have provided more 
of a deterrent to delays amid 
a worldwide scramble for 
shots. 

“The Trump administration 
signed deals that allowed the 
companies to say the doses 
will come when they come, 
with little consequence,” said 
Zain Rizvi, a Public Citizen 
legal researcher specializing 
in pharmaceuticals. 

Advocates for global vac- 
cine access say the company 
could do more by sharing the 
vaccine “recipe,” patented 
details about how to make 
the vaccine, with more com- 
panies, but that Johnson & 
Johnson is withholding its 
proprietary information to 
protect profits. 

“The shortages are the en- 
tirely predictable result of 
handing one corporation 
a monopoly over taxpay- 
er-funded knowledge,” Rizvi 
said. 

Johnson & Johnson, with 
help from the Trump and 
Biden administrations, re- 
cently reached a deal with 
Merck to scale up produc- 
tion. 

“These two companies, 
competitors, have come to- 
gether for the good of the 
nation, and they should be 
applauded for it. It’s truly a 
national effort, just like we 
saw during World War IL,” 
Biden said in a prime-time 
speech. 
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Southwood outpaced by Kouts in semi-state 


The 86-70 loss finishes the Knights’ season; 5 seniors to graduate 


By CLAY MAXFIELD 
Frankfort Times Freelance Reporter 


Southwood’s boys basketball 
team traveled to Lafayette Jeff 
High School on Saturday after- 
noon to take on No. 3 Kouts High 
School in what became their final 
game of the season as they lost 
86-70. 

Following the game, South- 
wood head coach John Burrus re- 
flected on his team’s continual ef- 
fort throughout the game despite 
Kouts high powered offense. 

“We’ve grown into a winning 
team this year,’ Burrus said. 
“Our kids really sustained our ef- 
fort. We made a run at them late 
and didn’t quit. ... Our kids made 
some adjustments, slowed them 
down in the second half and I was 
really proud of that effort.” 

Saturday’s game opened up with 
both teams getting up and down 
the floor as Southwood scored by 
committee with Carson Rich and 
Dawson Filip got the Knights go- 
ing on offense with back-to-back 
buckets inside. 

Carson Rich finished with a 
game-high 30 points while Cole 
Winer aided the Southwood of- 
fense with 20. 

Kouts took Southwood’s best 
shot in the opening eight min- 
utes as they scored 27 in the first 
quarter while shooting 47 percent 
from the field in the first half. 

However, the Mustangs fast- 
paced offense troubled South- 
wood all game long, something 
that Coach Burrus believed was 
a combination of their length and 
athletic ability along with the tal- 
ent of the Wireman twins. 

“They’re good athletes. They’ve 
got length and really good guard 
play. Their guards complement 
each other and then with the 
Kneifel twins down low with all 
of that length. They can see over 
our traps and made it hard to get 
a pinch,” he said. 

Kouts two sets of twins in the 
Wireman brothers and Kneifel 
brothers combined for 81 percent 
of the team’s scoring in the win 
with the Wireman’s compiling 55 
points together. 

After going into halftime trail- 
ing 50-42, Southwood came 
out in the second half and held 
the Mustangs to 36 points. The 
Knights continued to struggle on 
offense as they shot just 28 per- 
cent from the field in the third 
and fourth quarters. 

Midway through the fourth, 
Rich and Winer tried to bridge 
the deficit that had widened be- 
tween the opposition when they 
went on a 6-0 run. Both players 
found open looks inside while 
Rich made successful trips to 
the line but the lead that had bal- 
looned to 16 in the fourth was too 
much to overcome. 

The 86-70 semistate loss will 
finish a Southwood season that 
graduates five seniors but Coach 
Burrus believes that the pro- 
gram’s future looks bright. 

“This will impact our program 
for years to come,” Burrus said. 
“When you make a run like this, 
you see young kids get that look 
in their eyes. ... Win or lose, 
they’re in it together, in it for 
Southwood and that’s how our 
program is and that’s what it will 
be moving forward.” 

Clay Maxfield, Frankfort Times free- 
lance reporter, may be reached by email 
at sports@wabashplaindealer.com. 


By the numbers 


MUSTANGS 86, KNIGHTS 70 


at Lafayette Jeff 

Kouts — Cole Wireman — 13 2-4 29, Ca. Wire- 
man 7 10-12 26, Pa. Kneifel 1 2-2 4, Hu. Kneifel 
3 2-2 11, Baker 4 2-2 10, Schoon 2 2-2 6. To- 
tals 30 23-27 86. 

Southwood — Cole Winer 9 0-0 20, Ca. Rich 7 
12-13 30, Barley 1 2-2 4, Co. Rich 3 0-2 6, Filip 
4 -2 10. Totals 24 16-21 70. 


Kouts 27 23 14 22 — 86 
Southwood 22 20 12 16 — 70 


Three-point goals — Kouts (Co. Wireman 1, Ca. 
Wireman 2), Southwood (Ca. Winer 2, Ca. Rich 
4). Total fouls — Kouts 19, Southwood 19. 
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Dawson Filip, Southwood’s No. 32, makes a break for it. 
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Southwood’s Dawson Filip is another of the five graduating seniors on the team. 
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Spartans earn split with Defiance 


Bats break 
out in Game 2 


By DILLON BENDER 


The Manchester University 
baseball team overcame a late 
deficit by scoring eight runs 
in the home half of the eighth 
inning in Game 2 of Satur- 
day’s doubleheader to earn a 
split with the Yellow Jackets. 
The victory also ended a six- 
game skid for the Black and 
Gold. 

Manchester opened Sat- 
urday’s doubleheader with 
three runs in the bottom of the 
first inning. 


Defiance slowly chipped 
away at the Spartans’ lead, 
eventually taking a one-run 
lead in the top of the 4th in- 
ning. 

After the Spartans tied 
Game | up in the fourth, Defi- 
ance retook the lead for good 
in the top of the fifth inning. 

Carter Hooks, from Roch- 
ester, was terrific in relief, 
throwing four scoreless in- 
nings. Hooks didn’t allow a 
hit and stuck out 10 of the 14 
batters he faced. 

After a fairly pedestrian 
opener, Game 2 of Saturday’s 
doubleheader saw both of- 
fenses come alive. 

The Yellow Jackets took an 
early 3-0 lead and the visitors 


held their advantage until the 
bottom of the 8th. 

Manchester exploded for 
eight runs as three different 
Yellow Jacket relievers sur- 
rendered 8 runs in the 8th 
frame. 

Joe Henschel, from Hunt- 
ertown and Carroll High 
School, tied the game at sev- 
en with an RBI single to left. 

The flood gates opened 
from there as Alex Morr, 
from Bryan, Ohio, Hunter 
Seegers, from Westport, and 
South Decatur High School, 
and Austin Knowles, from 
Nassau, Bahamas, and Ath- 
ens Christian High School in 
Georgia, all hit two-run sin- 
gles in the inning. 


The Spartans pumped out 
19 hits in Game 2. Austin 
Knowles went 4-6 with three 
runs scored. Joe Henschel 
also hit a three-run home run 
to the right-center. Brady Pe- 
rez, from Rochester, went a 
perfect 4-4 in Game 2 with a 
home run and 2 RBI. 

Keegan Stevens, from 
Rennselaer, and Rennselaer 
Central High School, picked 
up his first win in relief. 

Manchester (3-7, 3-7 
HCAC) will host Bluffton in 
a single game on Wednesday, 
March 24, at 4 p.m. at Gratz 
Field. 

Dillon Bender is the sports 
information director for Man- 
chester University. 


Spartans fall to Knights on Saturday 


By DILLON BENDER 


scoring six runs in the top of the fourth 


The Manchester University softball 
team dropped a non-conference dou- 
bleheader to visiting Calvin University 
at the MU Softball Field on Saturday, 


March 20. 


The Knights captured Game | of to- 
day’s doubleheader by a final score of 
11-1 in six innings. CU took Game 2 


13-3. 


Calvin had a pair of big innings in the 
first game of Saturday’s doubleheader, 


inning and five runs in the top of the 


sixth. 


in as many games. 


Manchester was limited to just four 
hits in the opening game. 

Kirsten Krause struck out seven batters 
for Calvin in Game 1. 

Manchester was staked out to an early 
2-1 lead in Game 2 following a two-run 
home run from Kodi Douglass, from 
Huntington and Huntington North High 
School. It was Douglass’ third home run 


Calvin would take the lead in the top 
of the 3rd inning after plating a trio of 


runs. The Knights would add 8 runs in 


the top of the 7th. Alexis Mokos, from 
Cedar Lake and Hanover Central High 
School, went 3-4 in Game 2 and is bat- 
ting a team-best .647 (11-17) through 
six games this season. 

The Spartans (1-5) traveled to nation- 
ally-ranked Trine University on Tues- 
day, March 23. 

Dillon Bender is the sports information 


director for Manchester University. 


Spartans turned away by Yellow Jackets 


Manchester will now gear up for Saturday’s 
Bronze Ball game against rival Anderson 


By DILLON BENDER 


The Manchester University 
football team fell in Heart- 
land Collegiate Athletic Con- 
ference action on the road at 
Defiance College on Satur- 
day, March 20. 

The Yellow Jackets came 
away with five critical take- 
aways on the afternoon en 
route to a 22-16 victory. The 
Spartans fumbled twice and 
had three passes intercepted 
in the red zone. 

The Black and Gold led 
for most of Saturday’s game 
before Defiance rallied to 
score 16 of its 22 points in the 
fourth quarter. 

Manchester opened the 
scoring in the first quarter 
with a 15-play, 64-yard drive 
that was capped by a 5-yard 
touchdown pass from quar- 
terback Bryce Tomasi, from 


Mishawaka and Marian High 
School, to wide receiver 
Darren Lathrop, from Lafay- 
ette and McCutcheon High 
School. 

After the Yellow Jackets 
responded with a 47-yard 
touchdown run by Mach- 
ari Bighams, the ensuing 
PAT was blocked by a host 
of Spartans and returned by 
Jaquan Walker, from John- 
son, Florida, and Interlachen 
High School, for a safety. The 
Spartans led 9-6 at the end 
of the first quarter. That lead 
would hold until the final pe- 
riod of the contest. 

After a Spartan turnover, 
the Yellow Jackets capital- 
ized with a 5-yard run from 
Daylon Lange. The ensuing 
2-point conversion attempt 
succeed and put Defiance 
College ahead 14-9. 

The Spartans were unable 


to regain the lead as a pass 
from Zac Montgomery, from 
Knightstown and Mt. Vernon 
High School, was picked off 
in the end zone. Defiance 
would go on to string togeth- 
er a 6-play, 80-yard scoring 
drive that staked the Yellow 
Jackets out to a 22-9 lead 
with just over eight minutes 
to play. 

The Spartans would find 
the end zone before the con- 
clusion of the game as Zac 
Montgomery connected with 
Harrington Greer, from South 
Bend and Riley High School, 
on a 19-yard strike. 

The Black and Gold held a 
narrow 311-308 advantage 
in total yards of offense on 
Saturday. MU threw for 272 
yards. Bryce Tomasi finished 
30-41 for 186 yards and score 
while Montgomery ended the 
day 9-13 for 86 yards. 

Darren Lathrop caught 13 
passes for 85 yards while 
Harrington Greer hauled 
in nine passes for 64 yards. 


Joseph Powell, from Beach 
Park, Illinois, and Zion Ben- 
ton High School, had seven 
receptions go for 52 yards. 
Nine different players had at 
least one reception against the 
Yellow Jackets. 

Manchester’s defense had 
eight tackles-for-loss and 2.0 
sacks. Kobe Roberson, from 
Michigan City, had 10 tackles 
while Nick Tillmann, from 
Lawrenceburg and East Cen- 
tral High School, had seven 
tackles. Both had one tack- 
le-for-loss. Marvin Collins, 
from Riviera Beach, Flordia, 
and Palm Beach Gardens 
High School, had six tackles, 
one sack, and two tackles-for- 
loss. 

Manchester will now gear 
up for the Bronze Ball game 
against rival Anderson on 
Saturday, March 27. Kickoff 
from Anderson is slated for 
1:30 p.m. 

Dillon Bender is the sports infor- 
mation director for Manchester 
University. 


NCAA tourney madness hasn’t disappointed 


By JIM LITKE 
Associated Press 


Considering how every- 
thing else has gone this past 
year, March was bound to be 
mad. So far, it hasn’t disap- 
pointed. 


The last perfect NCAA fz 


Tournament bracket was 


busted before the first round | 


was over. The second round 
just wrapped with an even 
dozen upsets already in the 
books — a record for the 
opening 48 games and just 
one shy of the mark for the 
entire tournament — with all 
kinds of possibilities still out 
there. 

“You gotta bring that fire,” 
said Gonzaga big man Drew 
Timme, whose team is the 
tournament’s overall top 
seed. “Because all it takes is 
one good game and you can 
be out.” 

Oklahoma, in fact, played 
a very good game against 
Timme’s Bulldogs and still 
got crushed, 87-71. So did 
No. 10 Maryland, bounced 
by No. 2 Alabama 96-77, 
and fifth-seeded Colorado, 
sent packing 71-53 by No. 4 
Florida State. 

Ditto for the five other 
teams that lost Monday — by 
the lopsided average of 18 
points. 

Sixth-seeded USC beat No. 
3 Kansas by 34, but failed to 
meet the NCAA definition of 
an upset: “defined as a win 
by a team seeded five spots 
lower than their opponent.” 
No. 7 Oregon’s win over sec- 
ond-seeded Iowa qualified, 
even though it was by “only” 
15. No. 1 seed Michigan fi- 
nally wriggled free of LSU, 
86-78, in the day’s only real- 
ly close game. 

Seedings can seem off in 
any year, but never moreso 
than in this one. The pan- 
demic wreaked havoc on 
nearly every team, but hit 


some harder than others, and 
at different times. 

Kansas, for example, had 
one star, David McCormack, 
who cleared the COVID-19 
protocol just hours before 
its first-round game, and 
another, Jalen Wilson, just a 
day before he came off the 
bench against USC. Wide- 
ly considered the toughest 
league this past season, the 
Big Ten Conference got nine 
invites and is down to Michi- 
gan. West Coast teams, often 
overlooked and rarely over- 
rated, may have finally bene- 
fitted from being underrated 
this time around. 

Unbeaten Gonzaga was a 
lock to be the tourney’s top 
seed, but the rest of the Left 
Coast contingent that made 
it to the Sweet 16 — USC (a 
No. 6), Oregon (7), UCLA 
(11) and Oregon State (12), 
all Pac-12 Conference mem- 
bers — were supposed to 
be in disarray. Suddenly, 
though, they look like ring- 
ers descending on the local 
country club for those annual 


Armando L. Sanchez / Chicago Tribune / TNS 
Loyola knew it was in the tournament. It was assured of that after winning the Missouri Valley 
Conference tournament. But they celebrated like it was breaking news during a watch party 
with fans at Gentile Arena when the TBS telecast announced “Loyola-Chicago” was set to play 
Miami in the first round of the tournament in Dallas. Forward Aundre Jackson, a Texas native, 
called his mom from the stage he sat on with teammates to share the joy. 


member-guest handicap golf 
tournaments. 

Oregon gambled by play- 
ing up-tempo out of the gate 
and focusing its defense on 
every Hawkeye but Luka 
Garza, everybody’s player 
of the year. Garza wound up 
with 36 points in the final 
game of a storied college ca- 
reer, but it was clear by half- 
time even he couldn’t beat 
the Ducks by himself. 

“Tt hit me all at once that 
this is the last time I'll put 
on this jersey,’ Garza said, 
fighting back tears. “I feel 
bad I wasn’t able to lead this 
team where it needs to go. ... 
It’s something that’s going to 
haunt me forever.” 

For all the chaos unleashed 
in the first two rounds, Gon- 
zaga still looks like the class 
of the field. The Bulldogs are 
balanced, deep, capable of 
playing fast or slow and have 
two of the best players in the 
game, Jalen Suggs and Co- 
rey Kispert. Most important, 
perhaps, they were among 
the best at handling the dis- 


ruptions of a rocky season as 
it began, then progressed and 
seem even more comfortable 
in the midst of all the cra- 
ziness swirling around the 
tournament now. 

Much of the credit de- 
servedly belongs to coach 
Mark Few, who has won 
just about everything but the 
national championship that 
would validate all those oth- 
er achievements. The Bull- 
dogs play Creighton next, in 
their sixth straight Sweet 16 
appearance, on a roll of 32 
straight wins dating to last 
season, but Few won’t let his 
players get caught up look- 
ing too far ahead. 

“We’ve been celebrating 
every one of these wins. We 
celebrated the other night. 
We celebrated this one,” he 
said after beating Oklahoma. 

“If we’re lucky enough to 
get another one, we’re going 
to celebrate like crazy for 
that one. This tournament,” 
he concluded after the win 
against Oklahoma, “needs to 
be celebrated.” 
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Manchester falls 
to Hanover in 
men’s soccer action 


By DILLON BENDER 


The Manchester University 
Spartans hosted the Hanover 
College Panthers in Spartan 
Stadium on Saturday, March 
20. The visiting Panthers 
came away with a 4-0 victory 
as Heartland Collegiate Ath- 
letic Conference (HCAC) play 
continued for both schools. 

Hanover got on the board 
early in the contest, netting 
a goal in the fourth minute. 
Josh Hughes scored his fifth 
goal of the season to put the 
Panthers ahead. HC added an- 
other goal in the 16th minute 


when Luke Eppler was able to 
find the back of the net. 

The visiting Panthers would 
double their advantage with 
goals in the 74th and 83rd 
minutes. 

On the day, HC outshot 
Manchester 10-3 and held a 
slight lead in corner kicks tak- 
en at 4-1. 

Manchester (3-3, 3-3 
HCAC) will host rival Ander- 
son University on Wednesday, 
March 24. Kickoff is sched- 
uled for 4 p.m. 

Dillon Bender is the sports 
information director at Manches- 
ter University. 


Hanover shuts out 
MU women’s soccer 


By DILLON BENDER 


The Manchester Univer- 
sity women’s soccer team 
dropped a Heartland Colle- 
giate Athletic Conference 
(HCAC) matchup to Hanover 
College on Saturday, March 
20, in Spartan Stadium. 

The Panthers shut out the 
Spartans 4-0 to improve to 
5-0 on the season. 

Hanover’s Autumn Booth- 
by scored the first two Ha- 


nover goals in the 39th and 
67th minutes. Maggie Day 
would add a goal in the 73rd 
minute while Molly Johnson 
tallied a goal in the 75th min- 
ute. 

Manchester (0-5) will travel 
to rival Anderson University 
on Wednesday, March 24. 
Kickoff from Anderson is 
scheduled for 3:30 p.m. 

Dillon Bender is the sports 
information director for Man- 
chester University. 


Men’s tennis 
drops HCAC opener 
to Rose-Hulman 


By DILLON BENDER 


The Manchester University 
men’s tennis team dropped 
its Heartland Collegiate Ath- 
letic Conference opener to 
visiting Rose-Hulman this 
afternoon by a final score of 
9-0. 

The Engineers took all 
doubles matches to begin the 
match. RHIT followed with 
6-0, 6-0 victories at no. 2 and 
no. 4 singles. 

Trevor Johnson, from Aus- 
tin, won a pair of games in the 


. ecoocoooooo 


Women’s tennis 


opening set of his no. 6 sin- 
gles matchup against Rose’s 
Arudrra Krishnan. Austin 
Arnold, from Coatesville and 
South Putnam High School, 
and Connor Glenn, from 
Middlebury and Northridge 
High School, also won a 
game in the opening set of 
their singles matches. 

Manchester (2-5, 0-1 
HCAC) traveled to Anderson 
on Tuesday, March 23. 

Dillon Bender is the sports 
information director for Man- 
chester University. 
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drops HCAC opener 
to RHIT on Saturday 


By DILLON BENDER 


The Manchester women’s 
tennis dropped its Heartland 
Collegiate Athletic Con- 
ference (HCAC) opener to 
Rose-Hulman 9-0 Saturday 
afternoon at the MU Tennis 
Courts. 

Karly Eichenauer, from 
North Manchester and Man- 
chester High School, bat- 
tled in a hard-fought match- 
up at no. 1 singles against 
Rose-Hulman’s Fanny-Jane 
Banda. Eichenauer won three 
games in the opening set and 


four games in the second set 
before falling 6-3, 6-4. 

Natalie Kotlin, from Low- 
ell, Rebecca Porterfield-Win- 
stead, from Durham, North 
Carolina, and Carolina 
Friends School, and Michayle 
Rasbaugh, from LaGrange 
and Lakeland High School, 
all won a game in the opening 
sets of their singles matches. 

The Spartans (0-7, 0-1 
HCAC) traveled to rival An- 
derson on Tuesday, March 23. 

Dillon Bender is the sports 
information director for Man- 
chester University. 


RHP Hendricks to start 
on opening day for Cubs 


CHICAAGO (AP) — Chi- 
cago Cubs manager David 
Ross selected Kyle Hendricks 
to start on opening day last 
season, and it worked out 
quite well. 

He sees no reason to make a 
change this year. 

Ross announced Tuesday 
that Hendricks will get the 
ball when the Cubs begin 
the season against Pittsburgh 
on April 1 at Wrigley Field. 
The right-hander tossed a 
three-hitter in a 3-0 victory 
over Milwaukee on opening 
day last summer. 

“T feel like we’ve got a lot of 
talent,’ Ross said. “I feel like 
Kyle, his resume, his leader- 
ship, his poise, all that goes 
into being the opening-day 
Starter, just the extra pomp 
and circumstance that goes 
with opening day, especially 
this coming year as well, ev- 
ery arrow points to Kyle.” 


Ross said he wasn’t ready 
to announce the order for the 
rest of his starting pitchers. 
Chicago also has Jake Arrieta 
and Zach Davies, and Trevor 
Williams, Alec Mills, Adbert 
Alzolay and Shelby Miller 
are in the mix for the last two 
spots. But there is no question 
about the leader of the rota- 
tion, especially after the Cubs 
traded Yu Darvish to San Di- 
ego in December. 

The 31-year-old Hendricks, 
known for his precision, 
control and professor-like 
demeanor, is making his sec- 
ond opening-day start. He 
went 6-5 with a 2.88 ERA in 
12 starts during the pandem- 
ic-shortened season, helping 
Chicago win the NL Central. 

“I just try and be the same 
guy I’ve always been,’ Hen- 
dricks said. “I want the guys 
to be able to trust what they’re 
going to get out of me.” 
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Teen 
confides in 
stepmom, 
but swears 

her to 

secrecy 


DEAR ABBY: My beautiful 
17-year-old stepdaughter, 
“Amelia,” recently became 
sexually active. She’s in a 
“serious” relationship with 
the boy she had sex with. 
They have been together for 
six months, and from what 
she’s told me, they both gave 
each other their virginity and 
protection 
was used. 
She has not 
disclosed this 
to her par- 
ents. 

My husband 
and Ame- 
lia are very 
close, but 
she and her 
mom recent- 
ly had a falling-out. Amelia 
pledged me to secrecy, and 
I immediately scheduled her 
to see an OB/GYN to get her 
on birth control. 

My question is, should I 
tell my husband? I feel awful 
not telling him, but she has 
told me she doesn’t want ei- 
ther of her parents to know. 
I’m grateful she comes to me 
for things like this, but even- 
tually, it’s going to come out 
when my husband sees the 
explanation of benefits from 
the insurance. 

Amelia’s mom and I have 
a solid relationship, and my 
husband and her mom also 
have a good one. I don’t 
want to keep secrets re- 
garding their daughter, but 
I don’t want to betray my 
stepdaughter either. Please 
help. — Struggling Stepmom 

DEAR STEPMOM: It isn’t 
necessary to betray your 
stepdaughter’s confidence to 
get her the help she needs. 
Go online to plannedparent- 
hood.org, locate the nearest 
Planned Parenthood clinic 
and share that information 
with Amelia. The organiza- 
tion provides a wide range 
of low-cost services to wom- 
en and men, including fam- 
ily planning, STD diagnosis 
and treatment, and birth con- 
trol on a confidential basis. 
You should also encourage 
Amelia to discuss this with 
her parents. She is behaving 
responsibly in wanting to 
protect herself. 

DEAR ABBY: My wife and 
I have been married for de- 
cades, but 10 years ago she 
had, at the least, a texting af- 
fair with “Brad,” a longtime 
friend of her brother’s. Her 
brother, who knows about 
the affair, lives on a large 
tract of land owned by their 
father. Brad is there often to 
go hunting with her brother. 
My wife and I used to vis- 
it frequently, but now there 
is some concern that Brad 
might be there and we’ll 
have a conflict, so we don’t 
go as much. The affair was 
very upsetting to me, but my 
wife insisted we keep it quiet 
so her brother could contin- 
ue his friendship with Brad. 

Over the years, she has 
occasionally had online con- 
tact with Brad and even told 
him that she appreciated him 
talking with our son because 
our son has few friends. But 
now our son, who knows 
nothing about the affair or 
how bad it hurt me, has be- 
come friendly with Brad. It 
is very difficult hearing him 
talk about things they do to- 
gether. Should we tell our 
son about the affair? — Still 
Hurt In Texas 

DEAR STILL HURT: Tempt- 
ing as it may be to “out” 
your wife to your son, keep 
that information to yourself. 
I question the wisdom of 
Brad having been encour- 
aged to cultivate a relation- 
ship with your son since this 
friendship is the fruit of that 
decision. Because you pre- 
fer not to hear what your son 
and Brad are doing, the next 
time it comes up, change the 
subject. He may or may not 
catch on and question you 
about the reason, but if he 
does, all you need to say is 
you'd rather not discuss it. 

Dear Abby is written by Abigail 
Van Buren, also known as Jeanne 
Phillips, and was founded by her 
mother, Pauline Phillips. Contact 
Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com 
or PO. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 
90069. 


Dear 
Abby 
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SUDOKU 


DIFFICULTY RATING: Wars fev 


How to play: Complete 
the grid so that every 
row, column and 3x3 
box contains every 
digit from 1 to 9. 


ar drea oe San! atin fear 1 ES 


PREVIOUS SOLUTION 


84 9/2 7 1/63 5 
7 4 6/3 5 B[z 9 4 
5 2 3/6 9 4/187 
18 2/9 4 3/7 § 6 
35 4/86 6 7[8 1 2 
69 715 12/3 4 6 
43 1/7 2 5/8 6 9 
26 6/4 3 9/5 7 1 
o9 7 5/1 8 B[4 2 3 


WINUB INE 


Unscramble these Jumbles. 
one letter to each square, 
lo form four ordinary words. 


FLICF 


LENTK 


BEELMM 


aEESS 


DSUNED 


Ci | tT | 
ral A 


x20241 Tabune Content Agency, LLC 
All Righis. Aeserved. 


Answer ‘é 
here; 


Get ihe tree JUST JUMBLE app + Follow us on Twiter @Playdumble 


Jumbles: GROWL 


Saturday's Answer: 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 


By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Krurek 


SHE FORGOT THAT GIRAFFES 
HAYE SEVEN VERTEBRAE, BUT 
SHE'D TRY TO REMEMBER --- 


Now arrange the circled letters 
to form ihe surprise answer, as 
suggested by the above cartoon. 


@OGSSZECE®D 
Dasa baad ced aad Lea oud AP | 


(Answers tomerrow) 


THUMP EYEFUL ABOUND 


The excavation for their new home's foundation 


was done. and they liked it — A "AOLE" LOT 


THE FAMILY CIRCUS 


222° GA degra Ig 
List yy Boom; Peal ares Spear 
wana fam ecingyes eT 


By Bil Keane 


BEETLE BAILEY 


MY COFFEE IS 
TOO COLP, THE 
OFFICE IS TOO 
HOT, AND AY, 

7, 


[E THERE'S 
TOCNO 
HERE? 


SOMETHING 
WRONG, OFFICER? 


WHAT ARE YOU DONG? |: 


SITTING BENEATH 

THIS TREE WAITING į 

FOR AN EPtPHANY, 5 
My FRIEND. 


EVERYONE 
HEAR ME? 


Í BEING A NANNY WAS 
REALLY TOUGH TOPAY 


PICKLES 
How COME GRAMMA | | LEGEND HAS IT IF 
KISSES Yous ON TOP YOU KISS A BALT 
MAN'S HEAG ITLL 
BRING Yous CECOP 


oF YoUR HEAD Y 
ee 


= 


ao 


DON'T YOL KNOW 


| [i15 HES HE'S VERY GOOD PLUS 


THE KIFS BIT ME! 
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“1 OUT ALBEAD 


YEAH, | FIGURED THAT 
es ona 


lh H q 


I JUST WANTED TO GET 
A PEER AT THAT CUTE 
LITTLE BABY. 


FOR IT IS UNDER p 
“| THS TREE THATI |i 
4] WILL FORMULATE THE |- 
IDEAS THAT WILL 
SAVE MANKIND. 


i 
z) 
w 


UST SICK, MANZ 


NO, YOUR MICROPHONE 
MUST BE BROKEN. WE 
CAN'T HEAR ANY THING. 


THATS: 


NOT GOOR WHAT PIP 


Soett Adams, Detit. by tečen Bries] 


THIS ZOOM 
CALL 


MOST HAVE BEEN } 
A ROUGH NIGHT 


PLUCKILY, T FOUN A way |- 
FOMAKE THEM STOP 2 


+ OW I FORGOT To L- 
MENTION, YOU ALSO 
HAVE TO BRING HIM 
A COOKIE. 


E 


Most profound pardon is what Jesus Christ 
has offered to humanity - a pardon of sin 


From the writings of the Rev. 
Billy Graham 
Q: Recently a lot of pardons 
have been given to prison- 
ers. How can one person be 
allowed to 
Billy 


simply ex- 
Graham 


cuse someone 
else’s behav- 
My Answer 


ior? — F.P. 

A: History 
reveals that 
pardons have 
been given 
throughout 
time, and 
there are those 
who have 
actually refused a pardon. 
From the records of the U.S. 
Supreme Court comes such 
a story of defiance. In 1829, 
a man named Wilson was in- 
dicted for robbing the mail 
and endangering the life of a 
government mail carrier. Wil- 
son was tried and sentenced to 
death. But President Andrew 
Jackson issued him a pardon. 
The man refused it and chose 
death by hanging rather than 
receive forgiveness. 


4 


The most profound pardon 
is what Jesus Christ has of- 
fered to humanity — a pardon 
of sin. Many refuse Him but 
Jesus stands ready to forgive 
and has paid the penalty for 
man’s crimes against Him. 
The Bible declares that the 
whole world is a prisoner of 
sin (see Galatians 3:22). In 
the midst of all our sinning, 
though, God is willing to 
forgive us, and give us a new 
power to overcome that sin. 

Chuck Colson, a former pris- 
oner himself, had a tremen- 
dous ministry reaching pris- 


oners with the saving Gospel 
of Jesus Christ. Many people 
will be in Heaven whose lives 
have been transformed be- 
cause of the message that pen- 
etrated hardened hearts. When 
inmates find themselves alone 
in their cells, the Gospel mes- 
sage can still continue to work 
in the human heart. 

God’s great rescue mission 
brings freedom to those im- 
prisoned, whether inside or 
outside prison bars. “Preach 
the gospel to the poor... [and] 
proclaim liberty to the cap- 
tives” (Luke 4:18). 


CELEBRITY CIPHER 
by Luis Gampas 


Geeorily Ciuhe: organ s are vealed irem suctalians oy fanaus Seop e. gas) ded oreser, 
Bact sehen in se cpt er stands lo" an alher 


“N'PW OWPWK FWWO FH B KEBPW. 


N YOwY 


OTBUWDEWEBKW. 


FTW EBKU." — 


Previous Solution: "Our Lard has written the promise of resurrection. not in 
backs alone, but in every leaf in springlime.” — Martin Luther 
TODAY'S CLUE: Pi Senb g 
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Opinion 


SPEAK UP 


How to contact 
your legislators: 


U.S. Sen. Todd Young, 
R-Ind. 

B33 Russell Senate 
Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
1-202-224-5623 
http://young.senate.gov/ 
contact 


U.S. Sen. Mike Braun, 
R-Ind. 

B85 Russell Senate 
Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
202-224-4814 
http://braun.senate.gov/ 


U.S. Rep. Jackie Walorski, 
R-District 2 

419 Cannon House 

Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515 
202-225-3915 


State Sen. Andy Zay, 
R-District 17 

Indiana Senate 

200 W. Washington St. 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
1-800-382-9467 
Senator.Zay@iga.in.gov 


State Rep. Craig Snow, 
R-District 18 

Indiana House 

200 W. Washington St. 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
1-800-382-9841 
h18@in.gov 


To email any 
Indiana lawmaker, 
go to this website: 
www.in.gov/cgi-bin/ 

legislative/contact/ 
contact.pl 


LETTERS 
GUIDELINES 


The Wabash Plain Dealer 
encourages your letters to the 
editor forum, which is 
designed to be a forum for 
exchange of ideas between 
readers about issues of com- 
munity importance. 


Please sign your letter. Your 
name will be used with the 
letter that is published in the 
Plain Dealer. Your letter will be 
returned if it is your desire to 
remain anonymous. 


Since we may want to write 
or Call you to verify the letter, 
we ask that you include your 
address and telephone num- 
ber. All our letters to the editor 
are published in the interest 
of fair play, so we trust our 
letter writers will refrain from 
personal attacks on other 
persons or groups. 


A letter should be less than 
two pages long, preferably of 
double-spaced typing. 


In order to give everyone an 
opportunity to participate in 
this exchange of ideas, please 
try to limit your letters to one 
per month per household. 


To submit a letter, please 
write the Wabash Plain Dealer 
at 99 W. Canal St., Wabash, IN 
46992. 


Letters also may be 
hand-delivered to the news- 
paper office, 99 W. Canal St. 
The office is open 9-11:30 
a.m. and 1-4 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. If you should 
deliver a letter during 
non-business hours, a drop 
slot is located to the left of the 
front door. Letters may be 
faxed to 260-563-0816, or 
email them to news@ 
wabashplaindealer.com with 
“Letters to the Editor” in the 
subject line. 


DAILY 
SCRIPTURE 


“Oh, the depth of the rich- 
es of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God! ... For 
from him and through him 
and to him are all things. To 
him be the glory forever! 
Amen.” 

— Romans 11:33-36 


Progress on vaccinations illustrates 
benefit of leadership, American grit 


mericans have an 

extraordinary ability to 
overcome a crisis, especially 
when they’re led by capable 
people. 

Our fortitude and ingenuity 
were on full display Friday 
with the report that more than 
115 million COVID-19 vacci- 
nations had been administered 
to Americans. 

What a remarkable accom- 
plishment. Just 58 days after 
President Joe Biden took 
office, the nation blew past 
the goal that Biden set Dec. 

8 to distribute 100 million 
vaccines in the first 100 days 
of his administration. 

That objective seemed 
outrageous when Biden 
announced it, given that the 
United States had yet to au- 
thorize a single vaccine at that 
time. The approval came three 
days later, and the first Pfiz- 
er-BioNTech shot was admin- 
istered Dec. 14. Now, in just a 
little over three months, more 
than 75 million Americans 
have received at least one 
shot of the three authorized 
vaccines now in distribution, 
and 41 million are considered 
fully vaccinated. We’re racing 
along at an average of 2.2 
million doses per day. 

This is what happens when 
competent leaders occupy 
the government. America 
is seeing the night-and-day 
difference between leader- 
ship that focuses on working 
for the people as opposed to 
working solely in the inter- 
ests of a puffed-up, would-be 
autocrat. We’re seeing how 
much we can accomplish 
under an administration that 
understands how government 
works and knows it can be 
used for good, versus one 


with a single-minded mission 
to destroy it. 

It’s a refreshing reminder 
of what America can accom- 
plish when the country sets its 
mind to a task. 

We can only wish such com- 
petent governance had been in 
place before 400,000 Ameri- 
cans died under the amateur 
hate machine masquerading 
as leadership last year. 

Now, though, the nation is 
experiencing the results of 
voters sweeping Democrats 
into office in November. Our 
post-pandemic recovery is 
underway, we can see light 
at the end of the tunnel and 
normal life is on the horizon. 

In Nevada, where Gov. 
Steve Sisolak announced 
Thursday that the state had 
hit the 1 million-dose level 
in vaccinations, we’ve gone 
from 25 percent capacity to 
50 percent at most businesses 
in recent weeks and started 
to return children to school 
while maintaining a solid 
handle on our infection rate. 

Meanwhile, Las Vegas 
received some very promising 
news last week with the an- 
nouncement that the massive 
World of Concrete trade 
show had been approved for 
in-person operations in June, 
signaling the return of our 
critical convention business, 
if current trends continue. 

Another encouraging sign 
popped up recently when 
Google Trends reported a 
huge upswing in searches by 
Americans for “fully vacci- 
nated travel,” with Las Vegas 
listed as one of the top desti- 
nations in those searches. 

Think about where we’d be 
now if the November election 
had gone differently. Since 


the Republican philosophy is 
to not govern at all, while also 
rejecting science and under- 
cutting government experts, 
there’s no question our prog- 
ress would have been weaker 
and our situation would be 
darker. 

Now, though, it’s time for 
Americans to finish this job 
by getting vaccinated and 
sticking with the precau- 
tions that remain in place — 
mask-wearing, hand sanitiz- 
ing, social distancing, etc. 

Challenges remain, in no 
small part because of the 
destructive attitudes of GOP 
extremists in public leader- 
ship and the media. That’s 
evidenced in polls showing 
a large percentage of white 
male Republicans saying 
theyll shun the vaccine (for 
political reasons and over 
manufactured concerns about 
the safety of the shots), and 
false narratives that lock- 
downs and capacity limits 
haven’t worked and should be 
completely discontinued. 

Let’s be abundantly clear: 
The vaccinations are safe 
and effective, and capacity 
limitations have been proven 
to work well when people 
comply with them. 

In the 2020 election, Amer- 
icans rebuked the politics of 
chaos and cruelty, and instead 
signaled a desire to return to 
methodical, competent and 
compassionate leadership. 

Friday’s vaccination mile- 
stone was a direct result of 
that change. It’s a reminder 
that dedicated government 
focused on making life better 
for all Americans is what this 
country needs and deserves. 

— This editorial was first published 
in the Las Vegas Sun. 
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A talented team makes 
all the difference 


am still asked many 

times about how our 
team is doing in light of 
COVID-19. Pre-March 
2020 we had just fin- 
ished the successful year 
of 2019. Our food dis- 
tribution numbers were 
trending upward com- 
pared to 2018 by over 
13 percent. Our new 
initiatives 
were con- 
tinuing 
to grow, 
commu- 
nities 
were 
providing 
strong 
financial 
support 
and 
our team was moving 
forward together to grow 
the impact in support 
of struggling families. I 
felt we were in a good 
place. If you relate it to 
physical activity and per- 
sonal health, we were in 
decent condition and had 
a reasonable diet. 

When the shutdown 
occurred and the number 
of out-of-work people 
grew by the tens of thou- 
sands, we were catapult- 
ed into a new reality. We 
immediately had to pivot 
into a new mindset that 
was trying to visualize 
how to double, triple or 
quadruple what we had 
been doing and we had a 
week or less to figure it 
out. If you think you are 
in pretty good physical 
condition, then you ar- 
rive at “boot camp” only 
to find out you’re not as 
fit as you once thought. 
We experienced some 
sore muscles, headaches 
and raised tension levels. 
We were experiencing 
growing pains, new 
routines and new skill 
sets. But like many great 
teams who face chal- 
lenges, obstacles and 
roadblocks, this team 
began to stretch, push 
and pull together. We 
began to gain strength 
and endurance. We be- 
gan to grow very rapidly 
and added some great 
new team members that 
were recruited for some 
additional support. 

By the end of 2020 
we were clearly on 
a different level of 
engagement with all our 
8-county service area. 
This also allowed us to 
take additional steps in 
programming to target 
small communities that 


Tim 
Kean 


rarely have access to 
resources like the county 
seats have available. Our 
team was evolving into a 
well-oiled machine. They 
were learning some com- 
plicated dance steps with- 
out injuring themselves 
or other team members. 
Yes, there’s an occasional 
stubbed toe, but we try 

to practice giving lots 

of grace. Several new 
people are making their 
presence felt in a good 
way by helping drive im- 
pact with the community 
resources we have been 
blessed to receive. 

Today, this great team 
is even more capable 
than it was three months 
ago. The need for service 
in all the communities 
is still as high as it was 
6 months ago and we 
anticipate it to remain 
high for the rest of 2021. 
Fewer people are sick, 
but the number of people 
out of work is stagger- 
ing. The recession of 
2008 took many years 
of recovery before there 
was much to celebrate. I 
suspect some strong sim- 
ilarities this time around 
as well. 

Looking forward, we 
have some new plans 
to roll out, but not until 
around mid-summer. 
Our Impact team has all 
the areas of our current 
programming growing 
and has expansion plans 
before the end of the 
year. They are being 
well supported by a 
strong Warehouse team 
and an equally talented 
Philanthropy team. I feel 
blessed to be part of our 
Leadership team that is 
helping chart our course. 
This team has more than 
just a strong, well-exer- 
cised approach to their 
workweek, they have 
determination and grit. A 
talented team takes time 
to assemble and makes 
all the difference when 
the only option is to get 
it done correctly, com- 
pletely and on time. 

Tim Kean is the President 
and CEO of Second Harvest 
Food Bank of East Cen- 
tral Indiana, a network of 
95-member agencies, pro- 
grams, 15 Senior sites and 35 
schools provide relationship 
building and food assistance 
to more than 67,000 low-in- 
come people facing daily 
instability in Blackford, Dela- 
ware, Grant, Henry, Jay, Mad- 
ison, Randolph and Wabash 
counties. 


Let’s be honest about the COVID relief bill 


O: March 12, President Biden 
signed into law another stimulus 
bill to address the enormous dam- 
age done to our economy through 
COVID-19. There are principled ar- 
guments for and against most details 
of the $1.9 trillion bill. I feel Con- 
gress could’ve passed 
a much smaller bill, 
maybe half the size, 
and put in place an 
automatic second pay- 
ment should the econ- 
omy remain at risk 
through mid-summer. 
Pd have liked to see 
fewer regulations tied 
to spending and I’d 
have directed a greater 
share of money to poorer households, 
among many other concerns. 

Tm not alone in having these pretty 
reasonable objections. However, 
anyone arguing for a smaller stimulus 
must admit that one lesson of the 
Great Recession is the asymmetry of 
risk. Too little stimulus is far worse 
than too much. Moreover, at a time 
when the U.S. Treasury can borrow at 
a negative real interest rate, too much 
stimulus is a fairly low-risk affair. 

But, this is not a column about the 
stimulus, or good faith arguments 
about fiscal policy. Thankfully, many 
lawmakers are offering substantive 
criticisms of the bill. Still many are 
not, and I write today to call out the 
worst of the bad faith arguments. The 
most noxious version of anti-stimulus 
argument is some version of “the 
economy is recovering well, and 
this stimulus is nothing more than a 
bailout of badly run states.” 

Though many of us might feel as if 
this recession is over, it is not. Among 
the bottom third of earners, employ- 
ment is now down 23 percent since 
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January 2020. Fully one out of every 
three American families is facing 
labor market conditions that took al- 
most three years, from October 1929 
to Summer 1933, to achieve. For 
many American households, employ- 
ment options are really no different 
than in the Great Depression. 

At the rate of employment growth 
over the past quarter, we won’t hit 
2019 employment levels until the 
summer of 2027. Worse still, this 
final statistic uses Labor Department 
estimates of unemployment, which 
likely understate labor market distress 
by 50 percent. Even after two histor- 
ically large stimulus bills and record 
monetary policy easing, our economy 
appears several years away from full 
recovery. 

Far worse than downplaying the 
generational damage of the COVID 
downturn is claiming that this stimu- 
lus somehow bails out a few, fiscally 
reckless states. That is a lie. Payments 
will mostly be directed to poorer 
states, without regard to state budget 
shortfalls. Indiana is a poor state. 

In the first round of stimulus, 
the CARES Act, Indiana residents 
received some $8.4 billion, along 
with another $2.6 billion to state and 
city governments. Indiana’s elected 
leaders pride themselves on their 
fiscal probity. And, if the goal is 
solely a balanced budget and large re- 
serve, they are right in doing so. But, 
without the CARES Act and later 
stimulus, Indiana would’ve faced its 
worst budget crisis in state history. 

Between lost revenues and extra 
costs, the 2020 stimulus payments 
plugged a budget shortfall of close 
to $3.5 billion. That’s more than a 
billion dollars higher than our Rainy 
Day funds balance last January. This 
does not account for huge tax losses 


to local government. The stimulus 

passed during the Trump Adminis- 
tration kept Indiana from financial 

catastrophe. 

Because of these stimulus pay- 
ments, the dire need for fiscal relief 
to state and local governments has 
eased. What hasn’t changed is who 
will pay disproportionately for this 
new stimulus. 

Residents of every state pay federal 
taxes, and in return federal tax dollars 
flow back to each state. But, only 
eight states pay more federal taxes 
than they receive back in payments. 
For every dollar Indiana taxpayers 
send to the federal government, we 
get $1.30 back. We are a top benefi- 
ciary of federal government largesse. 
Moreover, it is useful to compare 
ourselves to those eight ‘donor’ states 
who pay more than they receive in 
federal taxes. 

Among those states, there are not 
only heavy federal tax payments, but 
these states tax themselves far more 
than do Hoosiers. While Indiana col- 
lects only $3,872 per person in taxes 
each year, the eleven ‘contributor 
states’ collect an average of $6,112 
per person. These states also aver- 
age population growth over the last 
decade of 6.6 percent, compared to 
Indiana’s 4.2 percent. These ‘donor’ 
states spend, on average, 43 percent 
more per K-12 student than does Indi- 
ana. As a result, they enjoy a much 
better educational attainment, and the 
typical resident earns 11 percent more 
per person than do Hoosiers. 

Residents of these ‘donor’ states re- 
ceive back from federal coffers $783 
per person less than they paid in taxes 
last year. Folks from Indiana received 
a whopping $2,445 per person more 
in federal spending than they paid in. 
With the COVID stimulus, Indiana 


slid into the eighth most federally 
subsidized state in the union, stuck 
right between Missouri and Alabama. 
We are now ranked well ahead of 
Mississippi in the amount of federal 
support we receive. 

It is simply untrue that these 
COVID relief or stimulus bills 
are bail-outs to irresponsible state 
governments. They are mostly 
wealth transfers from more affluent 
Americans to poorer ones. There’s no 
reason to feel sorry for anyone who is 
affluent enough to miss the stimulus 
payment. But, we must keep in mind 
that it is disproportionately they who 
will pay for it. 

That Indiana ranks eighth among 
these poorer states is cause for 
reflection. Hoosier leaders are eager 
to claim credit for economic success. 
So, basic integrity requires accept- 
ing responsibility for our declining 
prospects as well. We’ve now slipped 
into the bottom of the pack, and are 
heavily reliant upon the goodwill 
and largesse of more affluent citizens 
around the nation. 

Hoosiers would be far better off 
to acknowledge these unpleasant 
facts about ourselves and learn a few 
lessons from those states who’ve been 
more economically successful. We 
also need to be honest about what the 
COVID stimulus does, and does not 
do. Just a few legislators peddling 
bad faith criticisms of this legislation 
are enough to crowd out good faith 
disagreements. Today our Republic 
needs more principled, good faith 
disagreements. 

Michael J. Hicks, PhD, is the director 
of the Center for Business and Economic 
Research and the George and Frances Ball 
distinguished professor of economics in 
the Miller College of Business at Ball State 
University. 
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To Place Your Classified Ad Today Call... 


1-800-955-7888 
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AONE Special Notice 


Special Notice 
INSURANCE 


Guaranteed 
Life Insurance! 
(Ages 50 to 80). 
No medical exam. 
Affordable 
premiums 
never increase. 
Benefits 
never decrease. 
Policy will only be 
cancelled for 
non-payment. 
833-535-1043 


NOTICES 


DONATE YOUR 
CAR TO CHARITY! 
FAST FREE 
PICKUP-24 HR 
RESPONSE! Help 
Children in Need, 
Support 
Breast Cancer 
Education/ 
Prevention 
or Veterans. 
Tax Deduction 
844-820-9099 


DIAGNOSED WITH 
LUNG CANCER? 
You may qualify for 
a substantial cash 
award. 

NO Obligation, 
NO risk! 
We've recovered 
millions. 

Let us help you!! 
Call 24/7, 
844-284-4920 


REAL ESTATE 


Looking to SELL 
your Home? 
Save time 
& money, 
connect with the 
Top Agents in 
your area to 
get more MONEY 
and close FASTER! 
Call 317-854-9781 


WANTED TO BUY 


FREON WANTED: 
We pay $$$ for 
cylinders & cans. 
R12 R500 R11 
R113 R114. 
Convenient. 
Certified 
Professionals. 
Call 
312-291-9169 
or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com 


SERVICES 


Wesley Financial 
Group, LLC - 
Timeshare 
Cancellation 
Experts - Over 
$50,000,000 in 
timeshare debt and 
fees cancelled in 
2019. Get free 
informational 
package and learn 
how to get rid of 
your timeshare! 
Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive 
reviews. Call 
877-329-1207 


Moving out of state 
in the next 30-60 
days? Don’t get 


taken for a ride! 
Moving APT 
offers a PRICE 
MATCH 
GUARANTEE 
and RISK FREE 
RESERVATIONS. 
Carriers are all 
licensed 
and bonded. 
Free quote! Call 
1-844-875-1997 


COMPUTER 
ISSUES? 
GEEKS ON SITE 
provides FREE 
diagnosis 
REMOTELY 
24/7 SERVICE 
DURING COVID19. 
No home visit 
necessary. $40 OFF 
with coupon 864071. 
Restrictions apply. 
888-715-8176 


Need Help with 
Family Law? Can't 
Afford a $5,000 
Retainer? 
www.familycourtdir- 
ect.com/Family/Law 
-Low Cost 
Legal Services - 
Pay As You 
Go - As low as 
$750-$1,500 - Get 
Legal Help Now! 
Call 
1-888-417-4602 
Mon-Fri 7am to 
4 pm PCT 


Denied Social 
Security Disability? 
Appeal! If you’re 
50+, filed for SSD 
and denied, our 
attorneys can 
help get you 
approved! 

No money 
out of pockets! 
Call 


1-855-995-4758 


SERIOUSLY 
INJURED 
in an 
AUTO ACCIDENT? 
Let us fight 
for you! Our 
network has 
recovered millions 
for clients! 
Call today 
for a FREE 
consultation! 
844-517-6414 


Become a 
Published Author. 
We want to Read 

Your Book! 

Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted 
by Authors Since 
1920. 

Book manuscript 
submissions 
currently 
being reviewed. 
Comprehensive 
Services: 
Consultation, 
Production. 
Promotion and 
Distribution. 
Call for Your Free 
Author's Guide 
1-888-965-1444 
or visit 
http://dorranceinfo. 
com/hoosier 


GARAGE/ 
ESTATE SALE 


EMPLOYMENT 


Administrative 


The City of Marion 
will be accepting 
applications through 
Friday, March 26th 
2021 for the 
following position: 


City of Marion Park 
Department is 
seeking applicants 
for a part-time Event 
Coordinator/Admin 
Asst. 


Job responsibilities: 
Under general direc- 
tion, performs office 
duties; type corres- 
pondence, reports 
and records; main- 
tains filing system; 
assists with events 
and garden house 
rentals. 


Qualifications: Any 
combination of edu- 
cation, training and 
experience which 
provides the neces- 
sary skills, know- 
ledge and abilities to 
perform the work of 
this position. Ex- 
ample of qualified 
candidate is one 
who has training or 
experience in typing, 
computers, book- 
keeping, and office 
procedures. 


To apply: 

Mail application 
(available on our 
website at www.city- 
ofmarion.in.gov) to 
City of Marion, Attn: 
Human Resources, 
301 S. Branson St., 
Marion, IN 46952. 


PERU UTILITIES 
PERU, INDIANA 


POSITION 
AVAILABLE 


Peru Utilities is seek- 
ing qualified applic- 
ants for the full-time 
position of Regulat- 
ory Administrative 
Assistant. 

The applicant should 
have the ability to 
provide specialized 
support to the Divi- 
sion of Water Man- 
agement Depart- 
ment regarding re- 
porting, data collec- 
tion, data entry, 
laboratory analyses, 
and testing of raw 
and treated 
wastewater and pro- 
cess media and en- 
sures compliance 
with applicable fed- 
eral, state, and local 
laws, with a primary 
focus on documents 
necessary to sup- 
port regulatory sub- 
missions and quer- 
ies from regulatory 
agencies. 
Proficiency in 
Microsoft Office ap- 
plications is re- 
quired. High School 
diploma required, 
experience perform- 
ing work of similar 
nature in a regulat- 


NOTICE TO BIDDERS 


Administrative 


ory setting preferred. 
Must obtain a 
Class Il Municipal 
Wastewater Treat- 
ment License and 
the Indiana Depart- 
ment of Environ- 
mental Manage- 
ment Laboratory 
Class II Certification. 
Before any offer of 
employment, the 
candidate must sub- 
mit to a physical ex- 
amination, drug test, 
and background 
check. 

The position 
includes an excel- 
lent wage and bene- 
fits package. Inquir- 
ies will be answered 
only during the inter- 
view process. 


Submit resume or 
application no later 
than March 22, 
2021, to Peru Utilit- 
ies, PO Box 67, 
Peru, IN 46970, Attn: 
Brenda Tillett, Exec. 
Asst / HR Adminis- 
trator or e-mail to 
btillett@peruutilities. 
com Applications 
and complete job de- 
scription can be 
found on Peru 

Utilities’ website at 
www.peruutilities.com 


General Help 


FRANKFORT 
Co-Alliance 

Indian Trails 

Now Hiring Full Time 
and Seasonal Help 
Must have Valid 
Driver’s License 

or CDL 

Call 765-325-2800 
Located at SR 47 
and US 421 


Wabash, IN 

FALLS CEMETERY 
NOW HIRING 
FULL & PART TIME 
SEASONAL 
GROUNDS CREW 
Job entails general 
cemetery mainten- 
ance of mowing, 
trimming and 
clearing debris. 
Apply at the Falls 
Cemetery Chapel 
Office at 745 Falls 
Ave., Wabash 
Tuesday - Friday 
11:00am - 3:00pm 


D © 
PizzaHut 
FRANKFORT 
HIRING DRIVERS 


Contactless delivery 
Full or Part Time 
Flexible Hours 
Earn up to $20/hr 
Earn, lean, grow, make friends, 
We train for success! 
No prior delivery experience required 
Apply at: 
Jobs.PizzaHut.com 


Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the Lagro Township Trustee, 285 
Buchanan St, Lagro, In 46941 for a Pumper-Tanker fire truck. Sealed bids will be accepted by the 
Lagro Township Trustee at the Trustee’s Office 285 Buchanan St, Lagro, In 46941 until 5:00 pm. local 
time on April 22, 2021. Bids received after 5:00pm., April 22, 2021 will remain sealed and will be 
returned to sender. Bids will be opened and publicly read aloud at the Trustee’s Office at 5:30 pm. on 


April 22, 2021. 


Bids shall be prepared pursuant to specifications and shall be executed in accordance with 
a Non-Collusion Affidavit, an OSHA/IOSHA Regulations Signature Form, a Drug Free Workplace 
Signature Form, an Equal Opportunity Signature Form, an Origin of Supplies Signature Form, a United 
States Steel and Foundry Products Signature Form and a Certificate of Insurance, accompanied by 
a satisfactory bid bond payable to the Lagro Township Trustee for not less than ten (10%) of the total 
bid price, and delivered in a sealed envelope showing on its face the bidder’s name, address, and 
character of the bid. Any bond submitted must be from a surety company authorized to do business 


in the State of Indiana. 


A bid may not be modified, withdrawn or canceled by the bidder for thirty (80) days following the 
time and date designated for the receipt of bids and all alternate prices shall be held by the bidder for 
a period of one hundred eighty (180) days following the receipt of bids. The Trustee reserves the right 
to accept or reject any bid. The Trustee further reserves the right to reject all bids should the Trustee 
determine, in the opinion of the Trustee, based on the bids received that the contemplated cost of the 


fire truck is excessive. 


The Pumper-Tanker fire truck shall be constructed and delivered pursuant to the specifications which 
are on file for public inspection, beginning March 24, 2021 at the Trustee’s Office, 285 Buchanan St., 


Lagro, IN 46941. 


There will be a $25.00 charge for each set of the plans and specifications, of which 


$0.00 is refundable. Digital copies maybe provided without a fee subject to bidder request. Potential 
bidders who have any questions regarding the plans and specifications or the work to be performed 
should contact Trustee Eric Terrell at 260-571-3788. 


After a contract is awarded, the firm to whom the contract is awarded shall have ten (10) days to enter 
a detailed contract with the Trustee. Failure to do so will cause the bid to be rejected. 


Eric Terrell, Lagro Township Trustee 
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Lagro, IN 46941. 


There will be a $25.00 charge for each set of the plans and specifications, of which 


$0.00 is refundable. Digital copies maybe provided without a fee subject to bidder request. Potential 
bidders who have any questions regarding the plans and specifications or the work to be performed 
should contact Trustee Eric Terrell at 260-571-3788. 


After a contract is awarded, the firm to whom the contract is awarded shall have ten (10) days to enter 
a detailed contract with the Trustee. Failure to do so will cause the bid to be rejected. 


Eric Terrell, Lagro Township Trustee 


HSPAXLP.03/24,04/07/2021 


General Help 


PAGE'S DIESEL & 


AUTOMOTIVE 
210 N MAIN ST 
JONESBORO IN 
NOW HIRING 
DRIVERS 
DRIVERS: 


*Must be over 21 
years of age 

“Must be able to 
pass DOT physical 
“Experience 
preferred 

*Must have clean 
background & 
driving records 


WE OFFER: 
*Company matched 
IRA Retirement 
Benefits 

*Paid vacations 
*Paid holidays 
*Paid uniforms 


APPLY IN PERSON 
@ 210 N MAIN ST 
JONESBORO IN 
OR EMAIL 


RESUME TO: 
pagesdiesel@yahoo.com 


Marion, IN 

Drivers Wanted! 
Looking for 
Independent 
Contract Drivers 

in the Marion & 
surrounding areas. 
For non-emergency 
medical trans- 
portation. Full- 
time. Must have 
drug screen & 
background check. 
For more 

info please call 
Necessities Trans- 
portation Mon-Fri 
765-607-1288 


HIRING 


Coomler 


Contracting Inc. 
is seeking 


FOREMAN 
CREW MEMBERS 
CDL DRIVERS 
for 


* General 
Contracting 
* Site Excavation 
* Utility Work 
* Hauling 


COMPETITIVE 
WAGES 
ROOM FOR 
ADVANCEMENT 


(765) 860-5635 


coomlercontract- 
ing@gmail.com 


Classifieds 


General Help 


Nutrien 


Ag Solutions 


or the ability to 
obtain Ag CDL. 
Company will pay 
for expenses. 


customers and 
driving tender 
trucks to 
customer fields. 
-Pre-employment 
drug screening 
required 
-Company provides 
all safety gear; 
PPE/clothing/steel 
toe workboots 


Contact information 
Matt Getts 

Office phone 
765)395-7772 
Email 
matt.getts@nutrien 
com 


Industrial Trade 


PERU UTILITIES 
PERU, INDIANA 


POSITION 
AVAILABLE 


Peru Utilities is seek- 
ing qualified applic- 
ants for the full-time 
position of 2nd Class 
Maintenance. 

The applicant should 
have the ability to 
perform various 
manual functions, 
operates equipment, 
and performs main- 
tenance of the 
wastewater facilities, 
vehicles, and sys- 
tems. 

A high school dip- 
loma is required plus 
some job-related 
work experiences. 
Must possess a val- 
id Indiana driver’s li- 
cense with a Class 
B, CDL with Tanker, 
Air Brake, and 
Manual Transmis- 
sion endorsements, 
or be able to obtain 
with 120 days. Must 
possess certifica- 
tions for tasks in- 
volving confined 
space, excavating, 
and trenching, or be 
prepared to acquire 
certification within 90 
days of employment. 
Before any offer of 
employment, the 
candidate must sub- 
mit to a physical ex- 
amination, drug test, 
and background 
check. 

The position in- 
cludes an excellent 
wage and benefits 
package. Inquiries 
will be answered 
only during the inter- 
view process. 
Submit resume or 
application no later 
than March 31, 
2021, 

to Peru Utilities, PO 
Box 67, Peru, IN 
46970, Attn: Brenda 
Tillett, Exec. Asst / 


Industrial Trade 


HR Administrator or 
e-mail to 

btillett@peruutilities. 
com Applications 
and complete job de- 
scription can be 
found on Peru Utilit- 
ies’ website at 
www.peruutilities.com 


Skilled Trade 


Electrical / IT 
Foreman 


Purpose of Position: 
Electrical and IT 
work as part of a 
team, or alone, 
using a variety of 
skills to install, 
repair, wire and 
maintain industrial 
and office equip., 
commercial 
buildings and 
aggregate facilities, 
in accordance with 
established imi and 
governmental 
agencies’ policies 
and procedures. 


Key Responsibilities: 


e Maintain electrical 
and IT equipment for 
assigned locations. 


* Train employees 
on proper electrical 
applications and 
safety. 


* Perform routine 
electrical mainten- 
ance and perform 
repairs as needed. 


e Assist with 
electrical renovation, 
rewiring for plant, 
building projects 


+ Program, install 

and understand 

PLC/PC controls 
systems. 


+ Read and under- 
stand diagrams, 
drawings, blueprints, 
maintenance manu- 
als and schematic 
diagrams. 


Requirements: 


* High School 
diploma, or G.E.D., 
required. 


e Vocational or 
college training 
preferred; minimum 
2-4 years of 
electrical/IT 
experience required. 


e Valid driver’s 
license 


+ Must be able to 
work flexible shifts, 
including Saturdays 

if required. 


+ Must be able to 
travel through out 
the assigned region 
(vehicle provided) 


+ Must be able to lift 
up to 75lbs, 
frequent bending, 
squatting and 
overhead reaching 
required. 


Apply by going to: 
Jobs @irvmat.com 
Subject: Electrician 


People Do Read 


Small Ads. You Did! 


Plymouth, Indiana Gun and Knife Show 
Cy SR 


= 


© The Zone Sports 


Complex 


© 2935 Vanvactor Drive 


MARCH 27 & 28 & SATURDAY 9-5 & SUNDAY 10-3 
WWW.CPISHOWS.COM 


Driven to Be the Best! ., 
k k x OWER SO YEARS OF SERVICE x x x 


Quality Drive Away, Inc. needs CDL drivers with EXPERIENCE to 
deliver Motorhomes, Trucks, Buses, and Tractors throughout 
the USA. We have 20+ pickup locations. Must have DOT 
physical and be willing to keep logs. No DUIs in last 10 
years, and clean MVR. Some Non-CDL positions available. 


Quality 


Drive-Away a 


Filter 


Apnly Online at 
WWW.qualitydriveaway.com 


or call 574-642-2023 


PROTECTION 


YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE’ 


t 


SENIOR & MILITARY 
DISCOUNTS 


CALL US TODAY FOR 
A FREE ESTIMATE 


INSTALLS ON NEW 
& EXISTING GUTTERS 


% 
OFF 


TO THE FIRST 
50 CALLERS!” 


Mon-Thurs: 8am-1 1 pmyBn-Sat: 8am-SprqySuin: 2pm-8pm EST 


*For those who qualify, One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. ** 


Offer valid at estimate only, CSLB# 


1035795 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 7656 License# 50145 License# 41354 License# 99338 License# 128344 License# 218294 
License# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986 License# 2106212946 License# 2705132153A License# LEAFFNW822|Z License# WV056912 
License# WC-29998-H17 Nassau HIC License# HO1067000 Registration# 176447 Registration# HIC.0649905 Registration# C127229 
Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475 Registration# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registra- 
tion# PA069383 Suffolk HIC License# 52229-H 


Buy It. Sell It. Find It. CLASSIFIED. 


Wabash Plain Dealer 


Skilled Trade 


PIPE WELDER 
FULL TIME 
Certified Pipe 
Welder with at least 
2 yrs. experience. 
Mig, stick, and 
metal core. 

Must pass a weld 
certification test 
before employment. 
Health insurance & 
401(k), day shift 
only. 


Send resume 

to: Thrush Co., Inc. 
PO Box 228 Peru, IN 
46970 All inquiries 
held in confidence. 


Restaurant 


Part time kitchen 
positions available. 
Must be 18 or 
older. Cooking or 
kitchen experience, 
works well with 
others, friendly and 
comfortable leading 
a small team to 
prepare meals. 
Weekends during 
retreat seasons 
(August-May), 
weekday and 
weekend during 
summer season 
(June and July). 
Flexible scheduling 
and positive working 
environment. 
Please call Shiloh 
Park at 
765-664-4577 or 
email shilohpark@ 
neinazarene.org for 
more information 


People Seeking 
Employment 


Discount 
Handyman! 


Hauling, Garage 
Clean-Outs 


Yard Clean-Up, 
Roofing 


Pressure Washing, 
Fences 


Gutters and 
Odd Jobs 


765-618-0717 


PATTON'S 
CUSTOM 
TOUCH PAINTING 
& CLEANING SERV. 
20 Years of 
Experience 
* Fully Insured 
“Residential 
*Commercial & 
Industrial 
* Exterior & Interior 
*Special Coating 
*Sand Blasting 
*Spraying Airless or 
Conventional 
*Power Washing 
No Job too Small 
we do it ALL! 
Reasonable Rates 
Call 765-517-2392 


PETS 


Cats/Dogs/Pets 


Fairmount 
Brindle Boxer 
Pups For Sale 
ONLY 2 
MALES 

LEFT 

Appt. & Mask 
Required 

Call & Leave 
Message 
765-618-5317 
260-530-1619 


North Manchester 
Standard Poodles 
For Sale. 

Call for pictures. 
Vet checked, 
wormed & all shots. 
Call 260-578-2085 


MERCHANDISE 


Auction Sales 


MARION 
Underwood & 
Clouse Estates & 
Others Auction, Sat. 
Mar. 27-10 am 
5243 S Adams St. 
Marion — Furniture, 
antique furn., 
household, flat 
screens, 100 
Longaberger, 
jewelry, primitives, 
collectibles, tools, 
misc. Price-Leffler 
Auctioneers 
AC630038873 
765-674-4818 
www.priceleffler.com 


Sporting Goods 


GUN & KNIFE 
SHOW 

Portland, IN 

at the J County 

4H Fair Grounds 
Saturday March 20th 
9:00 - 5:00 

Sunday March 21st 
9:00 - 3:00 
Admission $5.00 
Parking is Free 

For more information 
call (765)993-8942 


Youngstown, OH 
Townie electric 
bicycle by Trek. 
Like-new condition. 
Paid $1350 - 
Asking $950 
(330)360-7842 


Firewood 


Marion 
Seasoned 
Firewood 

For Sale 

$60 a rick 
Free Delivery! 


REAL E 


FOR RENT 


(765)603-2728 


Unfurnished 
Apartments 


MARION 


Studio 509 E 
Bradford St: $90/wk; 
basic utilities 
included 


Studio 605 W 3rd St; 
$80/wk; tenant pays 
electric 


Studio 613 W 
Spencer St; 
$100/wk; basic 
utilities included 


1 BR 215 E 3rd St; 
$150/wk; basic 
utilities included 


1 BR 616 S Boots 
St; $80/wk; tenant 
pays electric 


1 BR 3190 E 100 N; 
$100/wk; tenant 
pays electric & trash 


1 BR (duplex) 210 S 
Branson St; 
$100/wk; tenant 
pays all utilities 


1BR613 W 
Spencer Ave; 
$125/wk; basic 
utilities included 


1 BR (duplex) 1606 
W Jeffras St; 
$100/wk; tenant 
pays electric 


1 BR 1020 W 3rd St; 
$110/wk; basic 
utilities included 


2 BR 215 E 3rd St; 
$170/wk; basic 
utilities included 


2 BR 509 E 
Bradford St; 
$165-175/wk; 
basic utilities 
included 


2 BR 605 W 3rd St; 
$140/wk; basic 
utilities included 


2 BR 616 S Boots 
St; $90/wk; tenant 
pays electric 


2 BR 624 S Boots 
St; $100/wk; basic 
utilities included 


3 BR 616 S Boots 
St; $110/wk; tenant 
pays electric 


JONESBORO 

2 BR 224 E 10th St; 
$120/wk; tenant 
pays electric 


Call us at 
765-662-1499 or 
visit our website 
www.hoosierrental 
group.com for 
more information 


FRANKFORT, IN 
One bedroom, 
upper apartment 

All utilities furnished 
$130.00 weekly OR 
$560.00 monthly 
352 S Jackson 
765-654-8771 


FRANKFORT, IN 
Newer, 2 bedroom, 
lower apartment 
$130.00 weekly OR 
$560.00 monthly 
608 N Gentry St. 
765-654-8771 


FRANKFORT, IN 

2 bedroom, 

upper apartment 

All utilities furnished 
$150.00 weekly OR 
$650.00 monthly 
652 N Gentry St. 
765-654-8771 


Marion 

NOW LEASING 
Providence Place 
Senior Community, 
Available now! 
Lower Level 
Wheelchair 
accessible & 
hearing 

impaired units 

1 Bdrm, income 
based, controlled 
building access, 
must be 62 or older, 
free water, sewer 

& trash, pet friendly, 
cable ready, laundry, 


library, 
computer 
room, 

TTY:711 


765- 664- 5957 


MARION 


2 Bdrm 
Condos 


Call for 
Availability 


765-662-3460 


Marion 
Spacious 
Luxury 

2 BR street level, 
good storage, 
basement, 

New Carpet, 
Large deck, 

off street parking. 
$625 mo. 

NO PETS 

NO SMOKING 
WITH WASHER 
& DRYER 
317-506-1102 


Peru, IN 

Upper two bedroom 
apartment, $490 
per month plus 
electric, $300 
damage deposit, at 
371 West 12 St, 
Apt. 15 

Call 765-469-2430 
leave message. 


Furnished 
Apartments 


FRANKFORT, IN 
Efficiency apartment 
All utilities furnished 
$120.00/week plus 
$50.00 deposit 

1408 E Wabash St 
765-654-8771 


Wabash Plain Dealer 


Officials: 
shooting 


By PATTY NIEBERG, 
THOMAS PEIPERT 
and COLLEEN SLEVIN 
Associated Press 


BOULDER, Colo. — The 
suspect accused of opening 
fire inside a crowded Col- 
orado supermarket was a 
21-year-old man who pur- 
chased an assault weapon 
less than a week earlier, au- 
thorities said Tuesday, a day 
after the attack that killed 10 
people, including a police 
officer. 

Ahmad Al Aliwi Alis- 
sa bought the weapon on 
March 16, just six days 
before the attack at a King 
Soopers store in Boulder, 
according to an arrest affida- 
vit. It was not immediately 
known where the gun was 
purchased. 

Alissa, who is from the 
Denver suburb of Arvada, 
was booked into the coun- 
ty jail Tuesday on murder 
charges after being treated 
at a hospital. 

Investigators have not es- 
tablished a motive, but they 
believe Alissa was the only 
shooter, Boulder County 
District Attorney Michael 
Dougherty said. 

A law enforcement official 
briefed on the shooting said 
the suspect’s family told 
investigators they believed 
Alissa was suffering some 
type of mental illness, in- 
cluding delusions. Relatives 
described times when Alis- 
sa told them people were 
following or chasing him, 
which they said may have 
contributed to the violence, 
the official said. The official 
was not authorized to speak 
publicly and spoke to AP on 
condition of anonymity. 

The attack was the na- 
tion’s deadliest mass shoot- 
ing since a 2019 assault on 
a Walmart in El Paso, Texas, 
where a gunman killed 22 
people in a rampage that po- 
lice said targeted Mexicans. 

In Washington, President 
Joe Biden called on Con- 
gress to tighten the nation’s 
gun laws. 

“Ten lives have been lost, 
and more families have 
been shattered by gun vio- 
lence in the state of Colora- 
do,” Biden said at the White 
House. 

Senate Majority Leader 
Chuck Schumer vowed to 
bring forward two House- 
passed bills to require ex- 
panded background checks 
for gun buyers. Biden sup- 
ports the measures, but they 
face a tougher route to pas- 
sage in a closely divided 
Senate with a slim Demo- 
cratic majority. 

The shooting came 10 days 
after a judge blocked a ban 
on assault rifles passed by 
the city of Boulder in 2018. 
That ordinance and another 
banning large-capacity mag- 
azines came after the 2018 
mass shooting at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High 
School in Parkland, Florida, 
that left 17 people dead. 

A lawsuit challenging 
the bans was filed quickly, 
backed by the National Ri- 
fle Association. The judge 
struck down the ordinance 
under a Colorado law that 
blocks cities from making 
their own rules about guns. 

Supermarket employees 
told investigators that Alissa 
shot an elderly man multiple 
times outside the Boulder 
grocery store before going 
inside, according to the af- 
fidavit. Another person was 
found shot in a vehicle next 
to a car registered to the sus- 
pect’s brother. 


Gun in supermarket 
bought 6 days earlier 


Chet Strange / Getty Images / TNS 
Healthcare workers walk out of a King Sooper’s Grocery store after a gunman opened fire Monday in Boulder, Colo. 


How states are seeking to loosen controls on guns 


By GEOFF MULVIHILL 
Associated Press 


Mass shootings in Georgia and 
Colorado that left at least 18 people 
dead since last week are reigniting 
calls from gun control advocates for 
tighter restrictions on buying firearms 
and ammunition. But with Democrats 
in control of the federal government, 
gun rights advocates have been per- 
suading Republican-run state legisla- 
tures to go the other way, making it 
easier to obtain and carry guns. 

How are the politics of gun legisla- 
tion playing out in the United States 
this year? Here’s the breakdown. 


Prospects mixed for legislation 


This month, the Democrat-con- 
trolled U.S. House of Representatives 
adopted measures to expand back- 
ground checks to all gun purchases 
and expand the time to to vet people 
flagged in a nationwide background 
check system. 

But to pass in the Senate, the sup- 
port of every Democrat would be 
needed. And that’s not a sure thing. 

States led by Democrats are push- 
ing to expand some gun control laws. 

Maryland lawmakers overrode a 
veto from Republican Gov. Larry Ho- 
gan on a bill that requires background 
checks for all sales and transfers of 
rifles and shotguns. Previously, the 
checks were required only for sales 
of handguns and long guns by li- 
censed firearms dealers. 

In Washington state, a ban on 
high-capacity magazines has stalled, 
but a measure to ban carrying weap- 
ons openly at the state Capitol or 
during permitted demonstrations has 
cleared one house of the Legislature 
and is awaiting a vote in the other. 

California lawmakers are expected 


to require individual identifiers on 
all bullet casings to include weapons 
used by law enforcement. Proponents 
say the pending legislation is another 
attempt to help investigate shootings 
by police as well as make it easier to 
solve crimes. Critics say it’s based on 
unworkable technology. 

At least five states also have bills 
that would require or expand waiting 
periods before the purchase of a gun. 


Nullifying federal laws, 
pre-empting local ones 


Lawmakers in at least a dozen 
states have introduced legislation that 
would prohibit local police officers 
from enforcing any federal gun-con- 
trol laws that could be passed by 
congressional Democrats and signed 
by President Joe Biden. Some of the 
bills would make officers who do so 
subject to lawsuits or even criminal 
charges. 

It’s not clear if those laws would 
withstand legal challenges. Courts 
struck down nullification laws passed 
in GOP-controlled states during for- 
mer President Barack Obama’s tenure. 

Some states also are considering 
bans on future laws or local ordi- 
nances that would restrict gun rights. 
In New Hampshire, Republican law- 
makers are pushing a state constitu- 
tional amendment that would block 
the Legislature from restricting gun 
rights. The amendment ultimately 
would need voter approval. 

Another bill would block local gov- 
ernments from restricting firearms. 


Allowing guns in more places 

Several states are expanding where 
people can take their guns. 

Most adults over 21 would be al- 
lowed to carry firearms — either con- 


cealed or in the open — without a per- 
mit under a measure advanced by the 
state Senate in Tennessee this month. 

Most states require background 
checks and firearm safety training 
for people who want to be allowed 
to carry weapons in public. But 15 
states already have laws allowing 
permitless carry for concealed guns. 
Nine states are considering measures 
to allow or expand the practice. One 
was sent Monday to Iowa Gov. Kim 
Reynolds, a Republican, for her sig- 
nature. 

In Montana, Gov. Greg Gianforte, 
the first Republican to hold the job 
in 16 years, signed a bill that relaxes 
gun restrictions. It allows concealed 
firearms to be carried in most places 
without a permit and expands the list 
of places where guns can be carried 
to include university campuses and 
the state Capitol. Similar measures 
are being pushed in states that in- 
clude Oklahoma and West Virginia. 


‘Stand your ground’ 
gaining traction 


In January, Ohio Gov. Mike DeW- 
ine, a Republican, signed a so-called 
“Stand Your Ground” bill that elim- 
inates an individual’s duty to retreat 
before using force. 

DeWine acted despite his ongoing 
criticism of GOP lawmakers for ig- 
noring his own legislation seeking 
to toughen background checks and 
boosting penalties for felons commit- 
ting new crimes with guns. The gover- 
nor proposed those measures follow- 
ing a 2019 mass shooting in Dayton. 

A similar “Stand Your Ground” mea- 
sure has been approved by the South 
Dakota Legislature and is awaiting 
Republican Gov. Kristi Noem’s sig- 
nature. 


The gunfire sent terrorized 
shoppers and employees 
scrambling for cover. SWAT 
officers carrying ballistic 
shields slowly approached 
the store while others es- 
corted frightened people 
away from the building, 
which had some of its win- 
dows shattered. Customers 
and employees fled through 
a back loading dock to safe- 
ty. Others took refuge in 
nearby shops. 

Multiple 911 calls paint a 
picture of a chaotic, terrify- 
ing scene, according to the 
affidavit. 

One caller said the suspect 
opened fire out the window 
of his vehicle. Others called 
to say they were hiding in- 


side the store as the gunman 
fired on customers. Witness- 
es described the shooter as 
having a black AR-15-style 
gun and wearing blue jeans 
and maybe body armor. 

By the time he was in cus- 
tody, Alissa had been struck 
by a bullet that passed 
through his leg, the affida- 
vit said. He had removed 
most of his clothing and 
was dressed only in shorts. 
Inside the store, he had left 
the gun, a tactical vest, a 
semiautomatic handgun and 
his bloodied clothing, the 
affidavit said. 

After the shooting, detec- 
tives went to Alissa’s home 
and found his sister-in-law, 
who told them that he had 


been playing around with a 
weapon she thought looked 
like a “machine gun,” about 
two days earlier, the docu- 
ment said. 

No one answered the door 
at the Arvada home believed 
to be owned by the suspect’s 
father. The two-story house 
with a three-car garage sits 
in a relatively new middle- 
and upper-class neighbor- 
hood. 

The slain officer was iden- 
tified as Eric Talley, 51, who 
had been with the force 
since 2010. He was the first 
to arrive after responding to 
a call about shots fired and 
someone carrying a gun, she 
said. 


Homer Talley, 74, de- 


scribed his son as a devoted 
father who “knew the Lord.” 
He had seven children, ages 
7 to 20. 

“We know where he is,’ 
his father told The Associ- 
ated Press from his ranch in 
central Texas. “He loved his 
family more than anything. 
He wasn’t afraid of dying. 
He was afraid of putting 
them through it.” 

The other dead ranged 
in age from 20 to 65. They 
were identified as Denny 
Stong, 20; Neven Stanisic, 
23; Rikki Olds, 25; Tralona 
Bartkowiak, 49; Suzanne 
Fountain, 59; Teri Leiker, 
51; Kevin Mahoney, 61; 
Lynn Murray, 62; and Jodi 
Waters, 65. 
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Report: 
Extremist 
groups 
thrive on 
Facebook 


By BARBARA ORTUTAY 
AP Technology Writer 


A new outside report found 
that Facebook has allowed 
groups — many tied to QA- 
non, boogaloo and militia 
movements — to glorify vio- 
lence during the 2020 elec- 
tion and in the weeks leading 
up to the deadly riots on the 
U.S. Capitol in January. 

Avaaz, a nonprofit advo- 
cacy group that says it seeks 
to protect democracies from 
misinformation, identified 
267 pages and groups on 
Facebook that it says spread 
violence-glorifying material 
in the heat of the 2020 elec- 
tion to a combined following 
of 32 million users. 

More than two-thirds of the 
groups and pages had names 
that aligned with several do- 
mestic extremist movements, 
the report found. The first, 
boogaloo, promotes a second 
U.S. civil war and the break- 
down of modern society. The 
second is the QAnon conspir- 
acy, which claims that Don- 
ald Trump is waging a secret 
battle against the “deep state” 
and a sect of powerful Sa- 
tan-worshipping pedophiles 
who dominate Hollywood, 
big business, the media and 
government. The rest are 
various anti-government mi- 
litias. All have been largely 
banned from Facebook since 
2020. 

But despite what Avaaz 
called “clear violations” of 
Facebook’s policies, it found 
that 119 of these pages and 
groups were still active on 
the platform as of Feb. 24 
and had just under 27 million 
followers. Facebook said late 
Monday that of the 119 that 
Avaaz found, only 18 “ac- 
tually violated” Facebook’s 
policies. Four had already 
been removed before Mon- 
day and Facebook has now 
taken down the remaining 14. 

Facebook acknowledged 
that its policy enforcement 
“isn’t perfect,’ but said the re- 
port distorts its work against 
violent extremism and misin- 
formation. 

The company said in a 
statement that it has done 
more than any other internet 
company to stanch the flow 
of harmful material, citing 
its bans of “nearly 900 mil- 
itarized social movements” 
and the removal of tens of 
thousands of QAnon pages, 
groups, and accounts. It add- 
ed that it is always improving 
its efforts against misinfor- 
mation. 

On Thursday, Facebook 
CEO Mark Zuckerberg, Twit- 
ter CEO Jack Dorsey and Al- 
phabet CEO Sundar Pichai 
are slated to testify before 
Congress about extremism 
and misinformation on their 
platforms. 

Facebook has tightened 
its rules against violence, 
hate and misinformation in 
the past year. In October, it 
banned QAnon groups across 
its platform. Before that, it 
would remove them only if 
they expressly supported vi- 
olence. It has also banned 
extremist and militia move- 
ments and boogaloo groups 
with varying degrees of suc- 
cess. 

For instance, while Face- 
book banned “Stop the Steal” 
groups from its platform, 
Avaaz — like The Associat- 
ed Press — found that such 
groups and the #stopthesteal 
hashtag remained active on 
the platform after the purge. 


Part of Wright brothers’ first airplane on NASA’s Mars chopper 


By MARCIA DUNN 
AP Aerospace Writer 


CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. 
— A piece of the Wright 
brothers’ first airplane is on 
Mars. 

NASA’s experimental Mar- 
tian helicopter holds a small 
swatch of fabric from the 
1903 Wright Flyer, the space 
agency revealed Tuesday. The 
helicopter, named Ingenuity, 
hitched a ride to the red planet 
with the Perseverance rover, 
arriving last month. 


Ingenuity will attempt the 
first powered, controlled 
flight on another planet no 
sooner than April 8. It will 
mark a “Wright brothers’ 
moment,’ noted Bobby 
Braun, director for planetary 
science at NASA’s Jet Pro- 
pulsion Laboratory. 

The Carillon Historical 
Park in Dayton, Ohio, the 
Wrights’ hometown, donat- 
ed the postage-size piece 
of muslin from the plane’s 
bottom left wing, at NASA’s 
request. 


The swatch made the 
300 million-mile journey 
to Mars with the bless- 
ing of the Wright broth- 
ers’ great-grandniece and 
great-grandnephew, said 
park curator Steve Lucht. 

“Wilbur and Orville 
Wright would be pleased to 
know that a little piece of 
their 1903 Wright Flyer I, 
the machine that launched 
the Space Age by barely one 
quarter of a mile, is going 
to soar into history again 
on Mars!” Amanda Wright 


Lane and Stephen Wright 
said in a statement provided 
by the park. 

Orville Wright was on 
board for the world’s first 
powered, controlled flight 
on Dec. 17, 1903, at Kitty 
Hawk, North Carolina. The 
brothers took turns, making 
four flights that day. 

A fragment of Wright Fly- 
er wood and fabric flew to 
the moon with Apollo 11’s 
Neil Armstrong in 1969. A 
swatch also accompanied 
John Glenn into orbit aboard 


space shuttle Discovery in 
1998. Both astronauts were 


from Ohio. 


NASA’s 4-pound helicopter 
will attempt to rise 10 feet 
into the extremely thin Mar- 


tian air on its first hop. Up to 
five increasingly higher and 
longer flights are planned 
over the course of a month. 

The material is taped to a 
cable beneath the helicop- 
ter’s solar panel, which is 
perched on top like a gradu- 
ate’s mortarboard. 

For now, Ingenuity remains 


attached to the rover’s belly. 
A protective shield dropped 
away over the weekend, 
exposing the spindly, long- 
legged chopper. 

The helicopter airfield is 
right next to the rover’s land- 
ing site in Jezero Crater. The 
rover will observe the test 
flights from a distant perch, 
before driving away to pur- 
sue its own mission: hunting 
for signs of ancient Martian 
life. Rock samples will be 
set aside for eventual return 
to Earth. 


A10 Wednesday, March 24, 2021 
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Becker said the Wabash Riv- 
er Trail project was the only 
application they had received 
from either Wabash County or 
the Salamonie Lake area in ei- 
ther the first or second rounds 
of funding. 

Next Level Trails is the larg- 
est infusion of trail funding in 
state history, said Holcomb’s 
press secretary Rachel Hoff- 
meyer. The $90 million grant 
program is divided into two 
components: a $70 million 
fund for regional projects 
and a $20 million fund for 
local projects. A total of $30 
million was available for the 
second round, $25 million for 
regional projects and $5 mil- 


lion for local projects. 

DNR received second-round 
applications for 62 projects in 
36 counties, requesting a to- 
tal of more than $93 million 
for more than 158 proposed 
miles of hiking, biking and 
riding trails. This total includ- 
ed 20 new applications and 42 
returning applications from 
the first round. The DNR re- 
viewed the applications for 
eligibility, and a multi-agency 
committee evaluated the pro- 
posals based on the Next Lev- 
el Trails program objectives. 

In addition to the $29.6 
million awarded through 
Next Level Trails, the 18 sec- 
ond-round grant recipients 
contributed $21.9 million in 
matching value, resulting in a 
$51.5 million total investment 
in trails. The program requires 


a minimum 20 percent proj- 
ect match, which can include 
monetary contributions, land 
value, and in-kind donations 
of materials and labor. 

During the televised press 
conference, Holcomb and the 
DNR also announced details 
of the third round of Next Lev- 
el Trails. A total of $35 million 
will be available, including 
$25 million for regional proj- 
ects and $10 million for local 
projects. Applications will be 
accepted starting Nov. 1 and 
are due to the DNR by Dec. 
1. DNR will announce details 
for an applicant workshop we- 
binar later this year. 

For more information, visit 
on.IN.gov/nextleveltrails. 

Rob Burgess, Wabash Plain Dealer 
editor, may be reached by email at 
rburgess@wabashplaindealer.com. 


SWORN IN 
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Monroe, who took the oath 
from Mayor Scott Long on 
Jan. 1 at the WPD headquar- 
ters. From June to July 2020, 
the WPD began accepting 
applications for that proba- 
tionary police officer posi- 
tion. However, that wasn’t 
the WPD’s first try at hir- 
ing for the job. Benson said 
their original attempt to fill 
the position was disrupted 
due to the current pandemic. 
Benson said that the opening 


was from another officer who 
resigned several months ago. 

“However, we had to post- 
pone the hiring process due 
to COVID-19,” said Benson. 

Benson said the benefits 
package includes a proba- 
tionary salary of $49,319; 
career progression incentive 
pay, longevity and promo- 
tional opportunities through 
the rank structure; take-home 
car after two years residing 
within Wabash city limits, 
comprehensive medical, den- 
tal and eye insurance; life 
insurance; and paid vacation 
and sick leave. Benson said 


Provided photo 
At Large Councilman John Burnsworth administers the oath because Mayor Scott Long was unavailable. 


under Indiana Code, appli- 
cants may not be appointed 
as a member of the WPD 
after the person has reached 
40 years of age. Benson said 
under the nepotism clause of 
Indiana Code 36-1-20.2, a 
person may not be appoint- 
ed as a member of the WPD 
who is related to any officer 
of the department. Benson 
said applicants must meet the 
residency requirements of In- 
diana Code 36-8-4-2. 

Rob Burgess, Wabash Plain Deal- 
er editor, may be reached by email 
at rburgess@wabashplaindealer. 
com. 
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org,  classy.org/campaign/ 
hunger-action-month/ 
c299182 or https://www.give 
pulse.com/group/2034 10. 


Wabash Art Guild 
Members’ Art Show 


returns for 2021 


The 61st annual Wabash 
Art Guild 2021 Members’ 
Art Show will be on display 
from Wednesday, March 24 
through Sunday, April 25 
at the Clark Gallery at the 
Honeywell Center, 275 W. 
Market St. There will be free 
admission available for the 
Clark Gallery during these 
dates from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Mondays through Fridays. 
The group is also interested 
in inviting new members who 
would like to contribute to 
their works. For more infor- 
mation, call 260-563-7690. 


Local landmark 
looks to be added 
to historic register 


The nomination of the 13- 
24 Drive-In Movie Theater 
to the National Register of 
Historic Places will be con- 
sidered at 1:30 p.m. Wednes- 
day, April 14 at the City Hall 
Assembly Room, 130 Penn 
St., Westfield. 


Animal Shelter 
to pair readers 
with dogs, cats 

The local Literacy for Com- 
panionship program will be 
held on the third Thursday 
of each month, with the next 
one scheduled for April 15 
at the Wabash County Ani- 
mal Shelter, 810 Manchester 
Ave. The time will be split 
into 30-minute shifts from 4 
to 6 p.m., with four children 
scheduled per session. There 
is no cost for the program 
and the parents or guardians 
will be with the children at all 
times. For more information, 
call 260-563-3511. 


WACT plans 
spring comedy 


Performances of “Play On!” 
by Rick Abbot and directed 


by Brett Robinson have been 
scheduled for the weekend of 
Friday, April 30 through Sun- 
day, May 2 at Southwood Jr.- 
Sr. High School, 564 Indiana 
124. For more information, 
email brett.a.robinson! @ 
outlook.com. 


Local clean-up days 
announced 


Mayor Scott Long said the 
city was working in conjunc- 
tion with the Wabash County 
Solid Waste Management 
District’s annual Spring Tox- 
Away Day. The city will offer 
curbside spring cleanup from 
Monday, May 3 through Fri- 
day, May 7. Piles for pickup 
should be no larger than 4 
feet by 8 feet for collection 
by the Street Department per- 
sonnel. Wabash’s Tox-Away 
Day would be set from 8 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Saturday, May 8, 
and that North Manchester’s 
would be set from 8 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Saturday, May 15. The 
gates will close “promptly” at 
1 p.m. on both days. 


Grow Wabash County 
hosting Process 
Communication 
workshop 


Registration is now open for 
Grow Wabash County’s Pro- 
cess Communication Model 
(PCM) workshop scheduled 
for Monday, May 3 through 
Wednesday, May 5, at the 
Grow Wabash County office. 
Tuition for the workshop 
will be $600. The tuition fee 
will cover the participant’s 
course fees, an in-depth per- 
sonalized PCM profile, and 
snacks and meals throughout 
the workshop. Those inter- 
ested or representatives for 
their companies can do so at 
www.growwabashcounty. 
com/pemworkshop or by con- 
tacting Grow Wabash County 
by email info@growwabash 
county.com or by phone at 
260-563-5258. 


Indiana 15 lane 


closures to last 
through mid-summer 


Alternating lane closures are 
planned for Indiana 15. The 
work is happening between 
Indiana 13 and Wedcor Ave- 


nue. Widths will be restricted 
to 13 feet during the project 
and that loads wider than 13 
feet should seek an alternate 
route using the nearest num- 
bered state, U.S. or interstate 
routes. The work is scheduled 
to wrap up by mid-summer. 


COVID-19 testing 
continues at 
Parkview Wabash 


OptumServe will admin- 
ister free COVID-19 testing 
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Tues- 
days through Saturdays at 
Parkview Wabash Hospital 
“on an on-going basis.” Test- 
ing will take place at 8 John 
Kissinger Drive in the first- 
floor conference room of 
the Medical Office Building 
(MOB) adjoining Parkview 
Wabash Hospital. Testing 
site patrons should not use 
the MOB entrance or enter 
through the hospital, but in- 
stead, enter and exit through 
the designated entrance be- 
tween the two buildings. Sig- 
nage will mark the appropri- 
ate entrance, which is within 
a few steps of the conference 
room and testing site. 


DivorceCare 
meets Tuesdays 


DivorceCare, a 13-week 
DVD series sponsored by 
Wabash Friends Counsel- 
ing Center, features some 
of the nation’s foremost 
Christian experts on topics 
concerning divorce and re- 
covery, according to group 
leader Janet Quillen. The 
support group meets at 
6:30 p.m. every Tuesday 
in the Conference Room in 
the Wabash Friends Coun- 
seling Center, 3563 South 
State Road 13. Wearing a 
mask is required when en- 
tering. Quillen and mem- 
bers of the group meet for 
dinner at 5:30 p.m. at Sub- 
way, 1812 S. Wabash St., 
on State Road 15. For more 
information, call 260-563- 
8453, 877-350-1658, email 
office @ wabashfriends.org, 
call 260-571-5235 or visit 
www.divorcecare.org. 

Editor’s note: If you have an 
upcoming event to submit, please 
send it by email to news@wabash 
plaindealer.com no later than five 
days before the event itself. 


VACCINE 
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With the expansion to 
Hoosiers age 40 and older, 
they join healthcare work- 
ers, long-term care resi- 
dents, first responders who 
are regularly called to the 
scene of an emergency to 
render medical assistance 
and educators and school 
support staff through grade 
12 in being eligible to re- 
ceive a COVID-19 vaccine. 

The ISDH will host three 
vaccination clinics from 
9am. to 6p.m. through 
Thursday at the following 
locations: 

E Elkhart Housing Au- 
thority, 1396 Benham Ave., 
Elkhart. 

E River City Church 
Community Center, 2842 
Old U.S. 231, Lafayette. 

E Floyd County Lazy 
River Park, 224 W. Daisy 
Lane, New Albany. 

All appointments must 
be scheduled in advance at 
these clinics; no walk-ins 
will be allowed. Proof of 
Indiana residency and eligi- 
bility will be required upon 
arrival. 

To schedule a vaccine, vis- 
it https://ourshot.in.gov or 
call 211 if you do not have 
access to a computer or re- 
quire assistance. 


School figures 


The ISDH’s school dash- 
board was updated Mon- 
day, March 22 with data 
as of 11:59 p.m. Friday, 
March 19. The dashboard 
is updated weekly at noon 
Mondays. 

Statewide, 149 schools 
reported no cases, 1,930 
reported one or more cases 
and 289 have not reported. 

During the latest update, 
Wabash County schools 
with one or more con- 
firmed cases included: 

E Manchester Jr/Sr. 
High School (MHS) re- 
ported fewer than five new 
student positive cases, 55 
total student positive cas- 
es, 11 total teacher posi- 
tive cases and nine total 
staff positive cases. 

E Manchester Elementa- 
ry School (MES) reported 
six total student positive 
cases, fewer than five total 
teacher positive cases and 
fewer than five total staff 
positive cases. 

E Manchester Intermedi- 
ate School (MIS) reported 
eight total student positive 
cases, fewer than five total 
teacher positive cases and 
fewer than five total staff 
positive cases. 

E Metro North Elemen- 
tary School reported fewer 
than five each total student 
positive cases, total teach- 
er positive cases and total 
staff positive cases. 

E Heartland Career Cen- 
ter reported fewer than five 
total staff positive cases. 

E Sharp Creek Elemen- 


GALA 
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“Guests are encouraged 
to wear masks when mov- 
ing about the building and 
during the serving of din- 
ner,” said Vanderpool. “So- 
cial distancing will be ob- 
served if necessary.” 

Vanderpool said the pur- 
pose of the Spring Gala is 
to raise scholarship funds 


rere Or 


tary School reported six 
total student positive cas- 
es, fewer than five total 
teacher positive cases and 
fewer than five total staff 
positive cases. 

E Northfield Jr./Sr. High 
School (NHS) reported 39 
total student positive cas- 
es, six total teacher pos- 
itive cases and eight total 
staff positive cases. 

E O.J. Neighbours Ele- 
mentary School reported 
12 total student positive 
cases, 10 total teacher pos- 
itive cases and fewer than 
five total staff positive cas- 
es. 

E Wabash Middle School 
reported 12 total student 
positive cases, fewer than 
five total teacher positive 
cases and fewer than five 
total staff positive cases. 

E Wabash High School 
reported 15 total student 
positive cases, fewer than 
five total teacher positive 
cases and fewer than five 
total staff positive cases. 

E St. Bernard Elementa- 
ry School reported fewer 
than five each total student 
positive cases and total 
teacher positive cases. 

E Southwood Jr./Sr. 
High School (SHS) re- 
ported fewer than five new 
student positive cases, 17 
total student positive cas- 
es, fewer than five total 
teacher positive cases and 
fewer than five total staff 
positive cases. 

E Southwood Elementa- 
ry School reported fewer 
than five each total student 
positive cases, total teach- 
er positive cases and total 
staff positive cases. 

On the Manchester Com- 
munity Schools COVID-19 
dashboard, the only update 
from the last month was 
from March 19, when two 
positive COVID-19 cases 
were reported at MHS, with 
10 people quarantined. 

Schools of higher learn- 
ing are not listed on the 
ISDH schools dashboard. 
However, Manchester 
University maintains its 
own, separate dashboard. 
On-campus COVID-19 
testing began again the 
week of Jan. 4. Updates 
to this dashboard will be 
made each Friday to reflect 
the current week of testing 
and the semester to date. 
As of Friday, March 19, 
a total of 539 tests were 
performed the previous 
week, with 100 percent 
being negative. There have 
been 4,469 total tests per- 
formed this semester, with 
99.8 percent of them being 
negative, and .2 percent 
of them being positive. 
During that week, there 
was two self-reported cas- 
es on the North Manches- 
ter campus, and no self-re- 
ported cases on the Fort 
Wayne campus. This se- 
mester, there have been 11 
self-reported cases on the 
North Manchester campus, 


for local seniors from 
Northfield, Southwood and 
Wabash high schools. 

Vanderpool said follow- 
ing dinner, Chad Metzger 
from Metzger Auctions in 
North Manchester “will en- 
tice guests with a very en- 
tertaining dessert auction.” 

Vanderpool said D.J. 
Dave Smith “Smitty” will 
“spin tunes for those who 
want to try out their danc- 
ing shoes.” 


260-435-3222 
800-288-4111 


www.vnfw.org 
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and seven self-reported 
cases on the Fort Wayne 
campus. 


Local figures 


E On Saturday, the ISDH 
reported five new local 
positive COVID-19 cases, 
bringing Wabash County’s 
total to 3,372, with 14,456 
tests. The local seven-day 
positivity rating for all tests 
was 3.5 percent. The local 
seven-day positivity rating 
for unique individuals was 
8.8 percent. 

E On Sunday, the ISDH 
reported five new local 
positive COVID-19 cases, 
bringing Wabash County’s 
total to 3,377, with 14,469 
tests. The local seven-day 
positivity rating for all tests 
was 4 percent. The local 
seven-day positivity rating 
for unique individuals was 


9.7 percent. 
E On Monday, the ISDH 
reported two new local 


positive COVID-19 cases, 
bringing Wabash County’s 
total to 3,379, with 14,472 
tests. The local seven-day 
positivity rating for all tests 
was 3.9 percent. The local 
seven-day positivity rating 
for unique individuals was 
9.4 percent. 

E On Tuesday, the ISDH 
reported three new local 
positive COVID-19 cases, 
bringing Wabash County’s 
total to 3,382, with 14,482 
tests. The local seven-day 
positivity rating for all tests 
was 3.8 percent. The local 
seven-day positivity rating 
for unique individuals was 
11.6 percent. 


Statewide figures 


On Tuesday, the ISDH 
reported that 701 addition- 
al Hoosiers have been di- 
agnosed with COVID-19 
through testing at state and 
private laboratories. That 
brings to 679,079 the num- 
ber of Indiana residents 
now known to have had the 
novel coronavirus following 
corrections to the previous 
day’s dashboard. 

To date, 12,553 Hoosiers 
are confirmed to have died 
from COVID-19, an in- 
crease of 18 from the pre- 
vious day. Another 406 
probable deaths have been 
reported based on clinical 
diagnoses in patients for 
whom no positive test is on 
record. 

A total of 3,221,661 
unique individuals have 
been tested in Indiana, up 
from 3,218,401 on Mon- 
day. A total of 8,681,198 
tests, including repeat tests 
for unique individuals, have 
been reported to the ISDH 
since Feb. 26, 2020. 

To find testing sites around 
the state, visit www.corona- 
virus.in.gov and click on the 
COVID-19 testing informa- 
tion link. 

Rob Burgess, Wabash Plain 
Dealer editor, may be reached by 
email at rburgess@wabashplain 
dealer.com. 


Tickets are available 
from Wabash Tri Kappa 
members and may also be 
purchased at Wabash City 
Hall, 202 S.Wabash St., 
and the office of Dr. Bing 
M. Fowler DDS, 1911 S. 
Wabash St. 

For more information, 
call 765-661-8206. 

Rob Burgess, Wabash Plain Deal- 
er editor, may be reached by email 
at rburgess@wabashplaindealer. 
com. 


